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THE TRIUMPH OF THE RESURRECTED CHRIST 
 

The end of this Holy Week culminates on Resurrection Sunday today.  We especially 
remember the victorious resurrection of Christ in a special virtual worship service with 
brethren from different parts of the world, following the example of the early disciples. 
(Matt 28)  

The Old and New Testament predicts and 
teaches the triumphant resurrection of Christ 
and of believers one day. Job said in Job 
19:25, 26 “For I know that my redeemer liveth, 
and that he shall stand at the latter day upon 
the earth: And though after my skin worms 
destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall I see 
God.” (Ps 16:10; Isa 26:19)  

The resurrection of the just unto eternal life, 
and the unjust to punishment and everlasting 
torment is an important theme throughout the 
entire Bible. There are great encouragements 
to faithfulness toward God for suffering saints; 
even ancient prophets proclaimed it, like Isaiah 
in Isa 26:19, “Thy dead men shall live, together 
with my dead body shall they arise. Awake and 
sing, ye that dwell in dust: for thy dew is as the dew of herbs, and the earth shall cast out 
the dead.” The most conspicuous references to a resurrection are found in the OT 
prophetic books.  A resurrection of the just and the unjust is affirmed in Dan 12:2–3: “And 
many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and 
some to shame and everlasting contempt. And they that be wise shall shine as the 
brightness of the firmament; and they that turn many to righteousness as the stars for 
ever and ever.” Unlike the “resurrections” of 1 Kings 17:17–24, 2 Kings 4:31–37 and 2 
Kings 13:20–21, which are resuscitations to the conditions of earthly life, Dan 12:2–3 sets  
a future element to it in life after this.  

 

The Hope of the Resurrection 

The resurrection of Jesus is the principal tenet of the New Testament besides His 
death and His coming again.  Paul explains and applies this in Rom 6:4-5, as Christ was 
raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in 
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newness of life.  For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death, we 
shall be also in the likeness of his resurrection” (Col 2:12; see also Rom 6:3–5; 1 Pet 
3:21–22). 

The Christian faith founded  on a  vital message of the 
empty tomb of  the crucified and buried Jesus is found in 
all four Gospels (Mark 16:1–8; Matt 28:11–15; Luke 
24:1–12; John 20:11–18). The empty tomb of Christ 
stands in direct contradistinction to other religions 
whose prophets and leaders and their adherents never 
made such a claim to resurrection. Jesus is the only 
“religious leader” who claimed to have the victory over 
the grave, in life after death, and proved it with the 
resurrection that was authenticated by more than 500 
people (1 Cor 15:1-4). This is a unique feature of 
Christianity alone and needs our sombre reflection.  

The appearances of Jesus after His resurrection to chosen individuals played an 
important role in the proclamation of the gospel message (e.g. Matt 28:9–10, 16–17; Luke 
24:34; John 20:11–17; 21:1–2; Acts 2:32; 3:15; 4:20; 10:40–41; 13:30–31; 1 Cor 15:5–7).  
The resurrection of Jesus is a vivid testimony to the resurrection of all, which will 
be followed by the judgements of God. To the righteous, there will be a “resurrection of 
life” and to the unrighteous, a “resurrection of condemnation” (John 5:28–29; Rev 20:4–6). 
Jesus’ bodily resurrection is the basis for the future resurrection of all others (1 Cor 
15:42–50), as corporeal beings with a transformed and incorruptible body (2 Cor 5:1–5; 
Eph 1:13–14). There will be recompense for what was done in the body one day; 
therefore, let every man know it and be ready to appear before Christ  one day in our 
body for judgement  ( 2Cor 5:10; Eccl 12:13,14). 

The Fact of the Resurrection 

In 1 Cor 15, Paul reminds us of the gospel of the resurrection was in accordance with the 
Scriptures—and reveals the historical nature of the event, which was not a private, 
subjective experience but which was attested to by Cephas, the Twelve, and five hundred 
people. This was overwhelming proof by any Jewish legal standards at that time. 

Paul, a great apologist argued clearly and hypothetically asserted that “if the dead are not 
raised”, there would be serious consequences. 

 

Firstly, the proclamation concerning Christ “is futile” 
(v. 14). This perception was vital for Paul considering 
that his commission to the Gentiles was rooted in the 
idea that Jesus was “first to rise from the dead” (Acts 
26:23). Therefore, Paul’s mission to the Gentiles 
unfolds in light of the resurrection of Christ and that 
his own life is meaningless if there is no resurrection. 
The “falsehood” of the resurrection would be 
equal to the demise of Christianity according to 
Paul, but thank God that is not true, but proven 
beyond the shallow of a doubt.  

 

 



Secondly, if there is no resurrection, the faith of the believer is “vain” (vv. 14,17). The 
eschatological aspect of faith is rooted in the notion of resurrection. The resurrection of 
Jesus guarantees the resurrection of the believer. Future salvation is based on the 
resurrection of Jesus. Therefore, faith in God is in “vain” (cf 1 Pet 3:21; Rom 4:25) if there 
is no resurrection at all, we would then all be wasting our time on something that is not 
true. As “the first-fruits” (1 Cor 15:23) He gives the Spirit as the first-fruits to the believer 
(Rom 8:23). This Spirit indwelling is the “first installment” (2 Cor 1:22; 5:5; Eph 1:14) and 
the basis for the hope of the “redemption of our bodies” (Rom 8:23). 

 

Thirdly, the early evangelists and the apostles 
(even preachers and pastors today) would be 
“misrepresenting God” if there is no 
resurrection (1 Cor 15:15). The belief in bodily 
resurrection is synonymous with our belief in 
God who has power to raise the dead. 
Attempts to explain away the resurrection as a 
mere allegorical or spiritual phenomenon 
without the actual supernatural element of the 
bodily resurrection undermines the whole 
foundation of Christianity and is heretical to 
say the least. He has risen and is not here is 
“the gospel message of hope to all sinners 

who are condemned”. We would still then be in our sins (v. 17). The resurrection of 
Jesus showed that Christ’s death as the sacrificial lamb was accepted by God and 
triumphant over death and hell. 

 

Fourthly, if there is no resurrection “those who have fallen asleep in Christ are lost” (v. 
18). In other words, they have returned to dust with no future hope of any life in the body 
again. Paul’s conclusion that “If the dead are not 
raised, ‘Let us eat and drink, for tomorrow we die’” 
(v. 32) reveals that then worldly hedonistic pursuits 
of fun and selfish sinful pleasure should be our 
“goals”, just like the unsaved. Why?  The truth of 
the resurrection affects our very purpose in life 
which is to glorify God and enjoy him forever. 
Paul said that “If for this life only we have hoped in 
Christ, we are of all man most miserable” (v. 19) 
which is a logical conclusion. But praise be to God 
this is not true as there is certainty in the future 
hope of our resurrection because our Lord Jesus 
Christ has triumphed over the grave and hell and 
death. 

 

 

 

 

 



Conclusion 

The resurrection of Christ is the singular event in history that ought to be considered by 
every living soul today.  

 What is your hope in this life and hereafter?  

 Do you believe in the resurrection of Christ as our risen and victorious Lord and the 
only Saviour of the world?  

 Do you know Him personally as your own Saviour and Lord? He is the only way to 
eternal life (Jn 14:6).  

Seek him now while He may be found, confess and repent of your sins and be ye saved 
(Acts 20:21).  

If you are saved, then share of this Good News that others may also know, those who are 
living in the bondage of sin and some even in fear and despair in the midst of a fast 
spreading deadly virus.  We who are saved are not to lose hope but to be expectant of 
our own resurrection one day even in the midst of a deadly pandemic. Those without 
Christ will also be resurrected to judgment for eternity.  

Let us live each day with godly fear, and yet with great joy and anticipation of not only our 
own glorious resurrection but also of loved ones who has died in the Lord, because of 
what Christ has done on Calvary on our behalf.  

He has risen from an empty tomb and that is life for us forevermore if we trust in Him! 

 

Jack Sin 

 

********************************************** 

 

 
  

Ministering the Word of God at Gospel 
Light BPC Good Fri Worship Service via 

Skype. 



 

“Four Persons & the deadly Victory of the Cross”  
by Jack Sin 

10 April 2020, Good Friday 
(Live Streaming Worship Service) 

 
(1) First person: Barabbas, a Guilty Murderer destined for death  

Luke 23: 19 - who had been thrown into prison for a certain 
rebellion made in the city, and for murder.  

Was set free instead of Christ. 

2 Cor 5:21 - For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that 
we might become the righteousness of God in Him.  

Christ the perfect Son of God took our place at Calvary.  

We are like Barabbas, guilty murderers substituted by the Son of 
God who took our place. 

(2) Second Person: Simon of Cyrene, a Reluctant Cross Bearer 
Matt 27:32 – he came for the Passover and was compelled to carry 
the 100kg cross. 
The impact on his life: 

 Mark 15:21-  Simon was the father of Alexander and Rufus  

 Rom 16:13 - “Greet Rufus, chosen in the Lord, and his mother 
and mine. 

 How did Rufus end up being “chosen in the Lord”?  

 Could it be his father Simon thru this extraordinary 
experience on the road to Calvary was saved? And his son 
Rufus was converted?  

Luke 9:23 -  All of us are to carry our own crosses  

Simon was forever changed by the way he saw Christ. 

(3) Third person: The Thief who received Christ  
Luke 23:40, 41 – There were two thieves on the left and right of 
Christ on Calvary; one believed and one did not.  These 2 men had 2 
different consequences.  
Calvary had 3 crosses where: 

 One died For sin (Christ) 

 One died To sin (repentant thief) 

 One died In sin (unsaved thief) 

 



We must not take God presumptuously. 

Who is Christ to you?  

Do you believe that He the Son of the Living God?  

 

(4) Fourth person: A Roman Centurion  
Matt 27: 51, 52 - The death of Christ opened a new and living way.  
His exclamation in v54 “Truly this was the Son of God “signified his 
belief in the deity of Christ and the conversion of his heart.  
Q: Who is Christ to you?  A prophet?  A teacher? Or the Son of God?  

 

Conclusion 

Christ is the Son of God! Let us confess Him as our Savior.  

It is amazing how people are changed when they come into contact with 
Christ!  

Stay on the Savior! 

Saved by the Savior! 

Stay on Jesus! 

Stay on the Rock of Salvation! 

 

 

Yoke Har 

 
  



  



 Memory Verse 

1 Cor 15: 57 But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

 
Announcements 

1. We thank God for many who are participating in our Facebook Live streaming worship 
service which will continue till early May or as otherwise informed.   

2. Rev Jack Sin speaks today (Resurrection Sunday) on “Why We Fear Death No More” (1 
Corinthians 15:1-21, 51-58) 

3. Rev Jack Sin speaks next Sunday on “Lessons from a Royal Dream” (Daniel 2: 17 - 49) 

4. Synchronized prayer meeting continues on Wed at 8pm. 

5. The Christian Perspective of the COVID 19 virus article is being translated into 7 
languages (ie Chinese, Tamil, Vietnamese, Indonesian, Spanish, Kannada, 
Korean). Those who are interested may request from Pastor. 

6. Those who would like to serve the Lord in any area in the church, please see the Pastor or 
the Deacons. 

7. Those who have a testimony to share may submit to Pastor for the weekly. 

8. Pastor is still available for counselling via WhatsApp, Email or Mobile. 

9. Love gifts to the church by cheque can be made payable to: Sovereign Hope Bible 
Presbyterian Church. 

For direct bank transfer to the church account, please contact the treasurer, Dn Lim Choo 
Siang. 

  

Thank God that we are still able to worship the 
Lord as one body through FaceBook Live 

Streaming Worship Services and the provision 
of a technical support team. 


