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THE DIVINE FACTOR IN THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC 

Almost every Christian has this burning question in their hearts: Has God got anything 
to do with this serious and global Covid-19 pandemic that has affected more than 2 .7 
million people and killed more than 190,000 people so far and is still counting? This is a 
vital question that requires a biblical answer. 

COVID-19 is a serious contagious and deadly virus 
that was first discovered in Wuhan, Hubei province, 
China in December 2019. The symptoms of the 
disease can be a sore throat, fever, body aches and 
later respiratory problems that can be severe or even 
life threatening. This deadly virus is very contagious 
and can be transmitted through sneezing, with 
droplets in the air infecting another person in a deadly 
manner. COVID-19 escalated from an outbreak to an epidemic and then a pandemic, as 
stated by the World Health Organization in mid-March this year. It has affected more than 
200 countries, with the various nations affected having regulated a kind of lockdown for 
more than 1.5billion people worldwide. People are told to stay at home, wear a face mask 
and to keep a social distance from one another to prevent its spread but the death rate is 
increasing every day. 

 
‘Shall There Be Evil In A City and The Lord Has Not Done It?’ (Amos 3:6) 

Nothing happens by chance or luck or 
fate. The prophet Amos makes it clear 
that God has a hand in it. There is a 
divine purpose by the almighty Creator 
that may baffle our puny finite minds.  
The fact that we do not know does 
not mean that God does not have His 
just basis for allowing or causing it.  
God has reasons for bringing about 
COVID-19 or any other specific 
calamity and it is known to Him.  He 

has allowed disasters in the past to bring His sovereign will and judgment to pass and He 
accomplishes it in His sovereign ways.  Remember Luke 13:1-5 where there was a 
disaster when the Tower of Siloam fell and 18 people were killed? The people asked the 
Lord for the reason and the answer given was, “Except ye repent, ye shall all 
likewise perish.” 
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Daniel described God’s absolute sovereignty and providence over life and death and over 
all events of life. This is relevant for us to seriously consider concerning today’s COVID-19 
pandemic (Dan 4:35).  We recognise that God is sovereign over all things including good 
and bad, adversities and worldwide calamities, and especially the rise and fall of nations 
(Dan 2:21; 4:25; 5:21) and we humbly submit to His perfect and holy will .  

Our Almighty God was the cause of the 10 plagues of Egypt in Exo 7-12 as a judgement 
and He is also the author of the vials, trumpets and seals judgements which are promised 
and may come as serious global disasters described in the book of Revelation.  

The Lord God is our true Saviour but He 
is also our Just and Holy Judge and His 
judgements will be meted out at the end 
of time during the course of human 
history in different stages.  We noted that 
the prophet Ezekiel writes of 4 serious 
judgements (Ezek 14:21) – sword, 
famine, wild beasts and pestilence – 
which God sent against Jerusalem, and 
for that matter to any country which 
offends Him (14:13).  It can happen to all 
nations as it is today in our context and the universal flood as in Noah's time where the 
whole world perished with the global deluge except for 8 persons in the Ark due the 
depravity of men. (Gen 6:5) 

God is sovereign in all His ways and His purpose and plan far exceeds what we can 
imagine.  God has complete knowledge and control of every facet of every situation 
(Rom 8:28–30). The Bible shows that God has used deadly disasters in the past as 
He dealt with Pharaoh.  The important thing to realise is that the principles of faith 
do not change in the midst of any disaster. 

 

Why Would A Loving God Allow COVID-19 And Cause So Much Suffering In The 
World?  

Life is a gift from the Creator (Isa 42:5; 
Acts 17:25) and because of sin we have 
incurred the wrath of God and there are 
serious effects to it.  Pain, suffering and 
death are the consequences of sin. (Gen 
3)  Christ’s death on the cross paid the 
penalty for some of us and for all of our 
sins.  We know that God alone has the 
right and absolute power to give life 
and to take it away anytime as the 
sovereign Creator. (Job 2:10).  James 
says that our lives are like a vapour 
that can vanish away (Jas 4:14) and 

there will be pain and suffering, ending in death and judgment for all (Heb 9:27).  
We note that our lives are in the hands of God, and our death is also set and 
controlled by God (Matt 10:29).  We are to number our days and apply our hearts 
unto wisdom.” (Psa 90:12). 
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Could one of God’s purposes in 
allowing COVID-19 possibly be 
to get our attention off ourselves 
and our sinful preoccupations, 
and look unto Him as our only 
Creator and Savior.  Have we 
neglected God long enough?  
Is God on your mind during 
this time or is He far away 
from you? Let us earnestly seek Him and find Him, while He may be found (Jer 
29:13; Acts 17:26–28).  God desires that we come humbly to seek His mercies and to put 
our trust in Him (2 Cor 12:9). We are to  love and  revere Him, and to walk in godly 
wisdom (Prov 9:10); to love and honour Christ more than our jobs, wealth, assets, shares 
stocks, bonds, studies, leisure and even our own lives (Matt 10:37; John 12:25). 

It is a time for all of us to cherish corporate worship and fellowship and the 
sacraments (which we missed during this period) with thanksgiving and gratitude for the 
Savior.  Let us demonstrate love by helping others in need (i.e. foreign workers) especially 
in this present context of suffering, testing and pain (Rom 15:1; James 2:14–17).  Allow G 
od to mould and transform us with patience and love. Let us focus our affection on 

Christ alone, away from this temporary, 
troubled world of gain and enjoyment to 
seek our eternal, heavenly home (Col 3:1–2; 
Heb 12:1–2).  We know that God is faithful and 
He will never leave us nor forsake us (Heb 13:5) 
and that nothing can separate us from the love 
of God that is in Christ Jesus (Rom 8:35-39). To 
live today is to live for Christ and even if we die, 
it is still gain, and this can be very real for some 
of us in the context of this pandemic (Phil 1:21). 

When times of trouble like this deadly pandemic hit us, it should lead us to examine our 
lives and soberly reconsider God and eternity, and the purpose of our lives in light of 
eternity and to prayerfully place our treasures in heaven rather than cling to temporal 
treasures on earth (Matt 6:19–33; Col 3:1–3). We need to think of how we can be good 
servants and stewards of what God has given us in this life to advance His 
kingdom (Luke 16:11; Matt 25:14–30). God wants us to consider our lives, to look up and 
humbly acknowledge Him, to trust Him and to confess and repent of our sins, knowing 
that our times are in His hand (Psalm 31:15). 

 

‘When I Shut Up Heaven That There Be No Rain, or If I Command The Locusts To 
Devour The Land or If I Send A Pestilence (COVID19?) Among My People…………’ 
(2 Chr 7:13) 

Solomon suggested that God was responsible for 
natural calamities and even a pestilence in his days.  
Is the Almighty God bringing the world to our knees 
to humbly seek and acknowledge Him through this 
pandemic?  Did He allow this pandemic,  this 
worldwide calamity, to humble a sinful world and 
to turn men to Him as their Lord and Savior, and 
away from own sinful obsession with  things of 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/in-pictures-51618188
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the world and self and our jobs, leisure and wealth? (see Mark 2:17)  God often 
allows suffering to awaken us to our true spiritual need.  God often speaks through 
the megaphone of pain when we are not listening so that He will be glorified in all 
that He does when we do finally listen.  

Life for all people on this earth has been unusual and drastically changed in these past 4 
months.  It means having to take precautions like wearing a mask, keeping a safe 
distance and facing this virus outbreak with possible infection, suffering and even death.  
Travel, work and some business and socialisation will never be the same again.  We 
need to consider our eternal destiny.  Even if we do our part or if we are or are not 
infected with COVID-19 virus, the fact of death one day is real and we will have to 
stand before God.  We need to prepare for this event as we will meet our God to give 
and account our lives.  If we do not know him personally as our God, there are serious 
consequences for this is an ephemeral world that we are living in. 

 

Conclusion 

In conclusion, ponder God’s words through the prophet Isaiah which are relevant for us in 
our current context:  

Isa 55:6,7 “Seek ye the LORD while he may be found, call ye upon him while he is 
near:  Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts: and let him 
return unto the LORD, and he will have mercy upon him; and to our God, for he will 
abundantly pardon. “ 

We need this spirit as an individual, family, 
church and as a nation – to humble 
ourselves, pray, seek the face of God and 
turn from all our wicked ways.  Let us seek 
divine pardon from God for our 
waywardness.   

We are living in dangerous end times - this 
is only the beginning of things to come.  It 
is not too late as sinners to turn to the Lord Jesus for His Mercy and Grace to save 
us, but we need to DIN (Do It Now or Delay It Not) before He comes or if our lives’ 
journey be over one day on this earth.  

  

Jack Sin 

(see gotquestions.org on COVID19) 
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A Bible-based Christocentric Prayerful Homestay  
 
Paul said to Timothy in 2 Tim 4:13, "When thou 
comest, bring with thee (ie the cloak) and the books 
but especially the parchments".  
 
What would you ask for in this extended Circuit Breaker period besides food and the necessities?  
Paul wanted to read the manuscripts of the Old Testament, besides a cloak to keep him warm in 
the winter.  He wanted to study the scriptures in the Roman gaol which was the same request of 
William Tyndale, the famed translator of the English Bible from the original languages, who asked 
for the Hebrew dictionary and his Hebrew Bible when he was in prison before his execution in 
1536.  

 
This book on "How to Study the Bible Profitably and Read Edifying 
Christian Books" was published in 2013 after teaching a theological 
course and conducted seminars on “Hermeneutics - The Art and 
Science of Interpretation of the Bible” both locally and overseas. The 
digital copy is offered free of charge for this period of the extended 
Circuit Breaker and is available at www.sovereignhopebpc.org.  This 
book is also sold at local Christian book stores. 
 
The aim of this spiritual exercise is to encourage the systematic and 
productive study and understanding of the Word of God fruitfully while 
we stay at home. 
 
We want to spend our time wisely to deepen our knowledge of God and 
application of His word during this difficult extended season.  Even in 
the midst of a longer homestay, which we support in the fight 

against this contagious virus which escalated into a deadly global pandemic, we can turn our scars 
into stars, trials into triumph with some diligence and human responsibility. 
 
Do not waste these precious moments at home.  It is a time to bond with our loved ones and be 
disciplined to search God’s Word and meditate deeply using the proper principles of interpreting 
scriptures, that we may be rooted and grounded in the Word of Everlasting Life for our soul's 
prosperity while we still have breath in our nostrils (besides work and study).  
 
Our Christian watchword during this extended circuit breaker is: 

#StayAtHomeProductively! 

#StayOnChristDevotionally! 

#StayOnTheScripturesDiligently! 

#StayonPrayerFervently! 

#StayAsAUnitedBodyInChristCorporately! 

 
May the Omnipotent Jehovah be merciful to Singapore (and the rest of the world) to stay the 
plague as He did for Israel (as 2Sam 24:25 puts it, which means to halt, avert or hold back in 
modern English) if it pleases Him for “who have we on earth to turn to but Thee?” 
 
Jack Sin 
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Thank God that at 
the Wed Church 
Prayer Meeting 

via Zoom, we had 
a reunion with 

our Kenyan 
brother Pastor 

Francis Onyango 
after 19 years 

SHope PhotoNews 
 

Small group prayer 
and fellowship via 
WhatsApp Video 

Call 
 

Continue to pray for the Sunday Worship 
Services via FaceBook Live Streaming. 
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Memory Verse 

Dan 3: 17   If it be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery 
furnace, and he will deliver us out of thine hand, O king. 

 

Announcements 

1. We thank God for many who are participating in our Facebook Live streaming worship 

service which will continue till early June or as otherwise informed.   

2. Rev Jack Sin speaks today on “Fighting Fire – God’s Way” (Daniel 3: 1 - 30). 

3. Rev Jack Sin speaks next Sunday on “An Earthly King Exalts the Heavenly King” (Daniel 4: 

19 - 37) 

4. Do join us for Church Prayer Meeting on Wed at 8pm via Zoom and WhatsApp Video Calls. 

5. Those who would like to serve the Lord in any area in the church, please see the Pastor or 

the Deacons. 

6. Those who have a testimony to share may submit to Pastor for the weekly. 

7. Pastor is still available for counselling via WhatsApp, Email or Mobile. 

8. Love gifts, Offering and Tithes to the Lord can be given in the following ways: 

 Cheque payable to Sovereign Hope Bible Presbyterian Church and mailed to 

church address. (Kindly write the full name of the church as indicated.) 

 Fund transfer to Church UOB Account 392-308-825-1 

 PayNow to Church UEN: T19SS0116FSOV 

  


