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Lessons from the Faithful Intercession of a Scribe 

Prayer is the breath of godliness and 
the heavenly lifeline of the Christian 
and it is often neglected in many 
Christians and their homes. Ezra 
knew how to pray in times of crisis 
because he was familiar with coming 
before the throne of grace. Often, he 
was alone with God. The force of 
Ezra’s prayer is sincere confession 
and a call for divine pardon and 
grace. The condition of the nation (9:1-10) prompted his heartfelt confession 
to God (9:5-15). The failure that we face and the wickedness of the day 
should result not in despair but in earnest supplication to the Almighty God 
for His gracious mercies and pardon and the return to the Lord. 

The context was that four months after Ezra’s arrival in Jerusalem (7:9; 10:8-
9), Ezra was made aware of some of the Jews, God’s own people, were 
marrying their non-Jewish, idol-worshipping neighbours. Consider the 
poignant grief of Ezra when this situation was revealed to him. They were 
in danger of repeating the circumstances that had led to the exile. What 
makes you cry for the souls of man? 

Godly men like Ezra with spiritual concern 
for souls to be awakened or saved have 
influenced hearts through the Spirit often 
through applicatory and expository 
preaching (7:10). We are not only to hear 
Bible expositions but be determined to 
implement the teaching of the Word of 
God to impact souls. Their consciences 
had been so aroused that they resolved 
that something had to be done about this 

compromise. Spiritual leaders are to stand up for the defence of God’s Word 
and not compromise doctrine or practice, but to please the Judge of all the 
earth. Pleasing God is more important than pleasing man. Ezra is a servant 
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of God and he set the reformation in motion. He handled the complex state 
of affairs (10:12-14). When God, through the reading or preaching of the 
Bible, exposing evil in and bringing and counselling the people back in our 
walk with Him, then we must humbly seek God first in our hearts like sound 
marital relationships, keeping the sabbath holy in worshipping God and 
witnessing for Him among others. 

At the time of Ezra, ‘the Canaanites’ lived around Tyre and Sidon; ‘the 
Hittites’ were two tribes who once resided in Palestine and Syria; ‘the 
Perizzites’ and ‘Jebusites’ formerly made their homes in the hills of Judea; 
the ‘Ammonites’ and the ‘Moabites’ were descendants of the Lot and the 
‘Amorites’ were mostly wandering shepherds who originated from Syria. In 
addition to these races Ezra mentions the ‘Egyptians’. Some of these 
nations (for example Hittites [Deut 7:1-7], Perizzites) do not exist anymore. 
The ancient Jews were not allowed to marry into pagan races, such as the 
Hittites, so Ezra’s contemporaries were barred from marrying into heathen 
nations, such as the Ammonites and Moabites. The nations named were 
those which God had commanded the Jews, in the days of Moses and 
Joshua, of the wrath of God against their compromises. His orders were 
never fully obeyed and the Jews of Ezra’s period reaped the consequences 
of a former generation’s disobedience.  

Mixed marriages were 
common in Old 
Testament and New 
Testament times.  
Marriages to Canaanites 
were explicitly forbidden 
by God through His 
servant Moses at the time 
when the Jews were 
about to enter the 
promised land (Deut 7:2-6).  Though the Jews had left Babylon, their hearts 
remained in the foreign city. In verse 2, Ezra clearly explains why these 
compromised marriages were banned, for religious purpose, so that the holy 
seed would not be mingled themselves with the people of those lands. 
These words look back to the chapter in Deuteronomy already alluded to, 
in which God speaks of his unique relationship with his people:  For thou art 
an holy people unto the LORD thy God: the LORD thy God hath chosen 
thee to be a special people unto himself, above all people that are upon the 
face of the earth. The LORD did not set his love upon you, nor choose you, 
because ye were more in number than any people; for ye were the fewest 
of all people: But because the LORD loved you (Deut 7:6-8a). Ezra 9 is 
teaching us that those who belong to the holy God are to be set apart in 
their relations. To be holy means that whatever the cost, we do not 
compromise in any way with the ungodly. How does the teaching of Ezra 9 
affect our lives in practice? Let me suggest some examples. Firstly, 
believers are not to marry unbelievers (1 Cor 7:39; 2 Cor 6:14-18). The 
Christian married to a non-Christian puts himself/herself in a position where 
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he may compromise the principles of the Bible. The believer with an 
unconverted spouse is often not free to worship the Lord or able to fully 
commit to the Lord’s work. There will be conflict about the upbringing and 
the discipline of the children, especially over issues such as prayer, worship, 
reading the Word and as parents, do our children see godliness in our 
character and our love for the Word of God? 

Secondly, we are not to compromise and cooperate in unsound ecumenical 
alliances or join together in acts of compromise with those who deny the 
deity of Christ, the Trinity, biblical Creationism, sufficiency of the Bible or 
undermine the pure gospel. Some do not preach sin and Christ and the only 
Saviour and even send their so called converts to the cult groups. 
Theological students who attend liberal theological colleges where teachers 
have different worldview from the Bible and when they graduate, they infect 
many other churches today with their false teachings and practices. The 
words they propound are a figment of their own imaginations like the 
prosperity gospel and the teaching of physical healing in the Lord’s Supper 
among others rather than the truths of God as found in the Bible.  

When Ezra heard about the mixed marriages, he was burdened to seek God 
and he reacted by pulling hair out of his head and beard (9:3). The tearing 
of garments was an oriental mode of expressing grief that is frequently 
found in the Bible (for example Josh 7:6; Job 1:20). Pulling out hair from the 
head and beard was an unusual token of distress. He knew that these 
marriages would result in the Jews accepting and adopting the gods of their 
idol-worshipping wives. He was concerned that the Jews would abandon 
God and take up the ‘practices’ (9:11) of these depraved nations. It is clearly 
stated in Deuteronomy 18:9-13 that these ‘diabolical practices’ included 
child sacrifices connected with the rituals of witchcraft which is an 
abomination to God (Lev 19:26-30). Ezra’s attitude was mild compared with 
that of Nehemiah who some years later pulled out the hair of the Jewish 
men who married the idolaters! (Neh 13:25).  The spiritual indifference or 
even compromises with the world draw many away from God and we need 
to be wary of it. 

As Ezra sat, mourning the sinfulness of the nation, he was joined by others, 
assembled unto me every one that trembled at the words of the God of Israel, 
because of the transgression of those that had been carried away (9:4). 
Israel had behaved like an unfaithful wife and God would punish his people 
again. Do the sins of our children bring us to tears of prayers? The sad thing 
is that many parents become so accustomed to sinful disobedience and 
ungodliness that it no longer affects them anymore (1 John 2:15,16). We 
are to weep for those who will not weep for themselves and show our love 
and concern as well. The revival will come when we know Ezra’s grief and 
hatred of sin and a grace concern for the spiritual well-being of our family 
and others. 
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The Supplication of Ezra (9:5-15) 

Ezra’s prayer was the 
outpouring of a broken 
heart before a gracious 
God. He fell on his 
knees and spread his 
hands out to the Lord 
as a sign of his 
dependence on God. This prayer of confession was offered to God at the 
time of ‘the evening sacrifice’ (9:5). It had become the custom for the Jews 
to gather at that time each day for prayer. He poured out his soul in sincere 
confession to the Lord. The sacrifice of Christ the Lamb of God is the only 
basis on which we may plead with God to ask for forgiveness of our sins. 
That is why we remember the cross of Christ for our eternal life depends on 
it.  The blood of Christ gives us confidence to approach God boldly with 
grace from above (Heb 4:16).  

There are three aspects of this prayer below. 

 1. Identification with the people of God  

Ezra confessed the sins of Jezebel as his own (though he may not be guilty 
of it): (see Ezra 9:6-7).  This feature of identification is also found in the 
prayer of the Levites when Ezra read from ‘the Book of the Law of the Lord’ 
(Neh 9) and in the prayers of Daniel (Daniel 9) and Isaiah (Isa 6). Ezra’s 
humility is different from the attitude of the men of Jeremiah’s time who 
sinned but felt no need for repentance at all: Are we aware of our fallen 
nature when we sin against God and our grave need to turn to Him for mercy? 

Jeremiah says that, neither could they blush (Jer 6:15). Their brazen 
disregard of God’s word reaped the 70 years of exile in Babylon when they 
also abused the prophets and the servants of God (2Chr 36:16). The words 
of Jeremiah shared the same concern, seeking God humbly is part of 
effective prayer. One greater than all was numbered with the transgressors; 
and He bare the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors 
(Isa 53:12). Those who know the divine Intercessor unite often in corporate 
prayer with tenderness for sinners and frequently with heart and soul. Do 
we come for the Wednesday church Prayer Meeting and intercede 
fervently for the souls of many, divine protection and for the sick and 
the salvation of our loved ones even in the midst of this pandemic? 

2. Seeking God for Guidance and Pardon  

Firstly, the sin was affecting the whole nation (9:6). Ezra compares the sins 
to a flood which had spread across the whole land causing devastation and 
chaos. The acts of wickedness were so great that they had grown up unto 
the heavens (9:6) and they were noted   by a righteous God, who is holy 
and just.  

Secondly, they were not revived (9:7,8). The Jews were repeating the sins 
of their forefathers. Sin, like a hereditary illness, can be passed from one 
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generation to another. Children emulate their parents who are negative 
models for their own children and so the endless cycle goes on and we need 
to stop first with Christ’s victory over sin (1 Cor 15:1-5). There is no revival 
of their hearts to God.  

Thirdly, they did not tremble at the Word of God (9:1-4). All classes of 
society had sinned, often from the common people to the parents who set a 
bad example to the children. Do not be a stumbling block to your children 
and others when they see your indifference or irreverence for God, prayer 
and His holy Word. Do you respect or ignore the word of God or do you read, 
meditate and do the words of this inspired manual that God has given as a 
rule of faith for your life? 

Fourthly, they have forsaken God and compromised their faith (9:10-12). 
The Jews had wilfully disobeyed the law of God, which forbade mixed 
marriages to idol-worshipping spouses. Sin is disobedience to the Lord and 
needs to be confessed and   sincerely repented of and then be cleansed 
and pardoned (Prov 28:13). Do we take the 10 commandments seriously? 

Fifthly, they deserved God’s punishment (9:14-15). The nation was in 
danger of God’s wrath. ‘The prayer ends with clear recognition that God has 
every right to judge this community, as He had once threatened to do with 
an earlier generation (Exod 32:10). There were other Israelites scattered 
abroad, through whom the promises could be fulfilled. Ezra had not even 
the heart to plead, as Moses had, that God’s name would suffer in such a 
case. His prayer was a humble sincere prayer from the heart. The merciful 
God did not destroy his covenant people but called them to true repentance 
through the prayer of Ezra because of the promises he made concerning 
the saving mercies of the Lord Jesus Christ (Act 20:21). 

3.  Gratitude to God for His Mercy  

Ezra thanked God that he had shown 
mercy in his righteous anger. He had 
delivered a remnant from Babylon and 
sustained that remnant for 80 years in 
Judah. The theme of the remnant 
(9:8,14,15) is one which runs throughout 
the Bible. Whatever happens, God will 
always have his elect who remain faithful 
to him and who would be saved from 
extinction. 

God gave his people ‘a firm place’ in the land of Judah (9:8).  It was God, 
the Creator, who gave the Jews authority to settle in the land of Judah. 
There may be a reference to the tabernacle, which was fastened with 
bronze tent pegs (Exod 27:19). The temple was seen as a refuge for God’s 
people. God who prompted the Persian kings to release His people, was 
not going to abandon them now, though they deserved destruction (9:9). Do 
we have a thankful heart to God, our parents and those who teach us the 
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word today? Gratitude to God and man is a healthy mark that the Bible 
teaches and we are to live it out to the glory of God (1Thes 5:18).    

The ‘wall of protection’ in verse 9 is not a reference to the walls of Jerusalem, 
which were not built until the arrival of Nehemiah but is a description of God, 
the protector of His elect. All the combined forces of hell cannot devastate 
the Church which is built on Christ the Rock (Matt 16:18; Rom 8:31) and the 
Church of Christ will persevere on by the grace of God in the midst of 
persecution and testings or the difficult season of this health crisis in 2020 
and beyond. 

Verse 13 says that the God of grace does not always deal with us according 
to our iniquities. God granted Judah deliverance instead of destruction. 
God’s mercy spurs us to repentance and obedience to God. Meditate for a 
moment in Psalm 103:8-14, The LORD is merciful and gracious, slow to 
anger, and plenteous in mercy. He will not always chide: neither will he keep 
his anger for ever. He hath not dealt with us after our sins; nor rewarded us 
according to our iniquities. For as the heaven is high above the earth, so 
great is his mercy toward them that fear him. As far as the east is from the 
west, so far hath he removed our transgressions from us. Like as a father 
pitieth his children, so the LORD pitieth them that fear him. For he knoweth 
our frame; he remembereth that we are dust. But let us seek the Lord while 
He may be found and be saved by His sovereign mercy and grace before it 
is too late  

Conclusion 

Let us learn a lesson of intercession from God’s faithful steward here in the 
midst of this worldwide calamity. The consequence of Ezra’s prayer was the 
people ‘s separation from the sinful mixed marriages (chapter 10). Our 
prayers must lead us to   greater fear of God and his holiness and love for 
souls and to number our days. Do we pray fervently and with such intensity 
and relevant content as Ezra? Let us seek the Lord and honour God in 
prayer together with his church and not compromise with the world or the 
neglect of our call to faithful and humble stewardship, honouring God first in 
our walk of faith. Pray to be different from the world and be transformed by 
His power each day and live victoriously for Him.  

 

Jack Sin 

 

************************************** 
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31 Dec 8pm 

Come & Join Us! 

A Sharing…. 
After receiving The Christian perspective of Covid - 19 book and as a 
Christian, I find reading this book most edifying and reaffirm the 
importance of God's word. Pastor Jack has certainly written this book 
very timely when the world is facing such a health crisis caused by the 
Covid 19 virus. It is truly a wakeup call. God's word is indeed life to us. 
In Psalms 119:105 we find that "Thy word is the lamp unto my feet and 
the light unto my path" is warning us that without Gods word we would 
be living in a world of darkness. In view of the millions of people who 
died from the pandemic we know that our sovereign God give us life 
and he can takeaway anytime. Whatever we do we must remember 
that He is omnipresent, omniscient and omnipotent.  

Michael Yap 
Ebenezer BPC, Melbourne 
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Memory Verse 

Isaiah 66:2 For all those things hath mine hand made, and all those things 
have been, saith the LORD: but to this man will I look, even to 
him that is poor and of a contrite spirit, and trembleth at my word. 

 
Announcements 

1. Welcome to our Worship Service! For our visitors, do leave us your 
contact numbers in our guest book before you leave. 

2. Rev Jack Sin speaks today on “Reforms through the Hand of God” (Isa 
66: 1-24). 

3. Rev Jack Sin speaks at our Watchnight Service on Thursday, 31 
December at 8pm on “Am I a Wise or Foolish Virgin?” (Matt 25:1-13). 

4. Rev Jack Sin speaks next Sunday on “The Call & Theology of Revival” 
(Psa 85: 6-11), the start of the 2021 Jan – Mar sermon series on “An 
Appraisal & Understanding of Biblical Revivals”.  

5. Sunday School classes continues in church after the worship service: 

• WCF Shorter Catechism Class – Pastor Jack 

• “Rules for Walking in Fellowship by John Owen” – Dn Choo Siang 

• Studies in Leviticus – Dr Kwong Leen 

6. Chinese Fellowship meets on Sunday night at 7pm via Zoom with both 
local and overseas brethren.   

7. Do send your prayer items to Pastor and join us for Church Prayer 
Meeting on Wed at 8pm via Zoom.  

8. The Pandemic book can be purchased through Dn Yue Kay (Hp: +65 
97450311) or via email at sovereignhopebpc@gmail.com. 

9. Do kindly observe the safety measures of the church and assist with the 
weekly cleaning of the premises. 

10. Those who have a testimony to share may submit to Pastor for the weekly. 

11. Pastor is available for counselling via WhatsApp, Email or Mobile. 

12. Love gifts, Offering and Tithes to the Lord can be given in the following 
ways: 

• Cheque payable to Sovereign Hope Bible Presbyterian 
Church and mail to church address. (Kindly write the full name of 
the church as indicated.) 

• Fund transfer to Church UOB Account 392-308-825-1 

• PayNow to Church UEN: T19SS0116FSOV 

 

********************* 
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