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The Hidden Sin of Ingratitude 

We have all been blessed by God 

and those whom God has put in our 

lives, yet how often do we thank 

God and his people? The Bible 

records the experiences of the 

people of Israel who constantly 

complained and murmured 

against God (Num 11:1-11). God, 

through His miraculous 

intervention, delivered the Israelites out of 400 years of bondage and 

slavery under the Egyptians. God performed many miracles in the 

wilderness journey with food, water, protection, and daily sustenance, 

and brought them to a land “flowing with milk and honey”. We need to 

be careful as ingratitude can lead us to provoke the anger of God. It 

happened to the Israelites later in the wilderness journey   of life. It was 

said that in their discontentment, they provoked God, for they have 

forgotten his goodness and was punished by God (Psa 78:40- 49). 

Notice God’s response to their attitude, “And the LORD said unto Moses, 

How long will this people provoke Me? And how long will it be ere they 

believe me, for all the signs which I have shewed among them? I will 

smite them with the pestilence, and disinherit them…” (Num 14:11-12). 

However, Moses spoke on behalf of the people to God calling for mercy, 

and this prompted Him to say in Numbers 14 :18-24, “The LORD is 

longsuffering, and of great mercy, forgiving iniquity and transgression, 

and by no means clearing the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the fathers 

upon the children unto the third and fourth generation. Pardon, I 
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beseech thee, the iniquity of this people according unto the greatness 

of thy mercy, and as thou hast forgiven this people, from Egypt even 

until now. And the LORD said, I have pardoned according to thy word: 

But as truly as I live, all the earth shall be filled with the glory of the LORD. 

Because all those men which have seen my glory, and my miracles, 

which I did in Egypt and in the wilderness, and have tempted me now 

these ten times, and have not hearkened to my voice; Surely they shall 

not see the land which I sware unto their fathers, neither shall any of 

them that provoked me see it: But my servant Caleb, because he had 

another spirit with him, and hath followed me fully, him will I bring into 

the land whereinto he went; and his seed shall possess it.”  

God chided the Israelites for being an ungrateful congregation for their 

sinful ingratitude. An ungrateful attitude can provoke our God to 

righteous anger, and he allowed them to wander in the wilderness for 

40 years, until those who would not repent of this sin died. Their 

murmurings and unthankful attitude resulted in them not being able to 

see the Promised Land. What an indictment this is and it causes us 

today to rightfully examine ourselves, lest we be like them one day. 

Ungrateful Examples Not to be Emulated  

There is an account in the New Testament, where our Lord healed ten 

lepers in Luke 17 and they were all cleansed by His supernatural power. 

“And Jesus answering said, Were there not ten cleansed? But where 

are the nine? There are not 

found that returned to give 

glory to God, save this 

stranger. And He said unto 

him, Arise, go your way: 

your faith has made you 

whole” (Lk 17:12-19). 

Of the ten lepers who were 
healed, only one returned to thank Christ, so the probability of someone 
expressing gratitude is about 10% generally if this incident is anything 
to go by. This statistic is really sad but also reflects reality. How many 
children will thank their parents or grandparents? How many students 
will thank their teachers and how many who are blessed by the 
preaching of the Word of God, the counsel of God, and the teaching in  
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the sermon will appreciate the missionary, evangelist, elder, or the 
preacher? Paul in 1 Th 5:12 -13 says, “And we beseech you, brethren, 
to know them which labour among you, and are over you in the Lord, 
and admonish you; And to esteem them very highly in love for their 
work's sake. And be at peace among yourselves.” Only one of the ten 
thanked Christ for healing him of a terrible illness but there is yet 
another dreadful sickness of ingratitude that is not completely 
healed for the remaining nine! 

There is an attitude of 

self-centeredness or 

selfishness today in this 

world. Depraved and fallen 

men take things for granted 

and are becoming more 

ungrateful by each passing 

day. When was the last time 

you paused to thank your spouse, parents, teachers, the cleaner, porter, 

driver, waitress, doctor, nurse, or anyone who has helped, taught,  

served, counselled, or prayed for you? Gratitude is more than just 

words and it often results in positive action of kindness and 

edifying responses as well.  

We are often caught up in the self-centered narcissistic mentality. This 

has caused many to believe in themselves as supreme and there is 

often no respect or consideration for God and others around us. Pray 

that the Lord will change our hearts and let there be a demonstration of 

our love and concern to others whom the Lord has put in our lives.   

The source of this ungrateful attitude is found in the most selfish, 

haughty, arrogant, self-centered, and ungrateful being that was 

ever created and existed, that is Satan himself. 

Before his rebellion against God, Satan (or Lucifer) was a perfectly 

created archangel. The prophet Isaiah records in Isaiah 14:12-14, “How 

art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning! how art thou 

cut down to the ground, which didst weaken the nations!  For thou hast 

said in thine heart, I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above 

the stars of God: I will sit also upon the mount of the congregation, in 

the sides of the north: I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I 

will be like the most High”. Lucifer’s heart was lifted up with rebellious 
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arrogance and vanity. He was ungrateful although God created him and 

gave him such a wonderful position in heaven. He was also not thankful 

to God. Instead, he rebelled against God, thinking that he could be 

better than his Creator and so he wanted to do things his way. Do we 

follow the malevolent example of Satan or do we keep ourselves 

far away from it? Beware of his diabolical trait which is so 

prevalent today in many.  

He is called the “prince of the power of the air” (Eph 2:2), and he will 

seduce many to emulate him today with this same attitude. As the 

redeemed of God, we should have nothing to do with him nor follow his 

nebulous ways. God’s people are thankful, joyful, and happy people 

who love and fear their God.  

Cultivate the Attitude of Gratitude  

There are examples 

of those who helped 

to reach out to the 

ungrateful. Moses 

had warned Israel in 

his days as they had 

forgotten God’s grace 

and mercy that had 

led them thus far. Deut 8:10-18 says, “When thou hast eaten and art 

full, then thou shalt bless the LORD thy God for the good land which he 

hath given thee. Beware that thou forget not the LORD thy God, in not 

keeping his commandments, and his judgments, and his statutes, which 

I command thee this day: Lest when thou hast eaten and art full, and 

hast built goodly houses, and dwelt therein; And when thy herds and 

thy flocks multiply, and thy silver and thy gold is multiplied, and all that 

thou hast is multiplied; Then thine heart be lifted up, and thou forget 

the LORD thy God, which brought thee forth out of the land of 

Egypt, from the house of bondage; Who led thee through that great 

and terrible wilderness, wherein were fiery serpents, and scorpions, and 

drought, where there was no water; who brought thee forth water out of 

the rock of flint; Who fed thee in the wilderness with manna, which thy 

fathers knew not, that he might humble thee, and that he might prove 

thee, to do thee good at thy latter end; And thou say in thine heart, My 
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power and the might of mine hand hath gotten me this wealth. But thou 

shalt remember the LORD thy God: for it is he that giveth thee 

power to get wealth, that he may establish his covenant which he 

sware unto thy fathers, as it is this day.” 

Remember God can easily take away our health or wealth and we 

can be reduced to nothing. Some learned this during the pandemic, 

or in a personal disaster or crisis, whereas others may find this 

out later in their lives and we pray it need not be so.  

There is a danger in delaying gratitude for we do not know how 

long the person will be around. Do not wait until the person is dead 

and then read a long eulogy to the deceased at the funeral. It will 

be too late. Procrastination is more than the theft of time; it is the 

daylight robber of joy and peace and the silent destroyer of 

relationships when we fail to do the right thing. Some of the mission 

stations that we are involved in today are supported by anonymous 

Christians including widows and singles and those outside of our church. 

We still remember them today.  

An ungrateful person is often a result of the condition of a selfish 

and proud heart. 

Practical Tips for Thanksgiving  

Consider the following ways to show your gratitude towards God and 

one another: 

• Make an effort to thank God 

daily for His salvation, His 

sustaining grace for health 

and strength, and for the 

food we eat and breath in 

your nostrils as God 

commands us to do so (1 

Thess 5:18). 

• Go to Him in prayer with 

praise and thanksgiving and remember to thank God for His 

love and compassion and for some people whom he has 

specially sent to you. 
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• Worship Him and serve Him faithfully in His church with our 

time, gifts, and substance. Express gratitude for the talents He 

has given us and obey his word.  

• Tell others verbally about the Lord and what He did for you in 

the past. Give Him the glory 

publicly or write and share 

about Christ with others.  

• Think of the people that God 

has put in your lives and show 

appreciation to these people of 

God who have been a blessing 

to you in many ways daily. 

Show appreciation for things you receive, read, or hear from 

him or her and do not delay or procrastinate.  

• Sing a song in the morning or 

night and give God the glory for 

His grace and mercy in your life 

(e.g., Great is thy Faithfulness, 

Thanks to God, Come Thou 

Fount, etc.).   

• Write a note or a text to thank 

someone who has helped you 

through these years and assisted 

you in your spiritual growth.  

The Bible is filled with examples of God’s servants showing their 

gratitude towards Him and God’s people. With gratitude, Paul 

mentioned more than 20 names in Romans 16 who served with Him 

and thanked the church at Philippi for supporting him. He did the same 

in Col 4 with another 10 names for he was grateful for what they did 

with or for him. Paul always thanked God for the churches as he wrote 

to them for praying for him and supporting the work of the gospel. Many 

missions and church work that we do today in SHBPC would not 

be possible if not for those who prayed and supported us and the 

work of the gospel these years. God knows who they are and we 

praise and thank God for every remembrance of them.   
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We need to do the same as the biblical examples. Our Lord in Mark 

5:19 says, ‘Howbeit Jesus suffered him not, but saith unto him, Go 

home to thy friends, and tell them how great things the Lord hath done 

for thee, and hath had compassion on thee.’. Do not keep mum about 

good things, shout it out, and pass it around so that others will be 

blessed. 

1 Chronicle 29 records King 

David who led the people in his 

generosity in preparing God’s 

Temple for Solomon to build. 

King David expressed his 

heartfelt gratitude to God and 

exclaimed in 1 Chronicles  29:10-

14 saying,  “Wherefore David 

blessed the LORD before all the 

congregation: and David said, 

Blessed be thou, LORD God of Israel our father, for ever and ever. Thine, 

O LORD is the greatness, and the power, and the glory, and the victory, 

and the majesty: for all that is in the heaven and in the earth is thine; 

thine is the kingdom, O LORD, and thou art exalted as head above 

all.  Both riches and honour come of thee, and thou reignest over all; 

and in thine hand is power and might; and in thine hand it is to make 

great, and to give strength unto all. Now therefore, our God, we thank 

thee, and praise thy glorious name. But who am I, and what is my 

people, that we should be able to offer so willingly after this sort? for all 

things come of thee, and of thine own have we given thee.” No wonder 

David was called the man after God’s own heart for he has a grateful 

heart above all and that makes a great difference in the psalms he wrote.  
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Conclusion 

When you Pause to Think, you have Cause to Thank.  

We need to do three things:  

• Be Watchful 

• Be Faithful 

• Be Thankful 

Let us leave Murmur Street and Ungrateful Lane.  

Let us walk in Thankful Avenue and dwell in Thanksgiving Land 

daily.  

Let us learn to be grateful Christians, 

giving thanks to God and 

appreciating Christ and our family, 

our church, His servants, and His 

covenant people. Let us be good 

testimonies to others in this aspect to 

His glory. This is something to think 

about and act upon practically. Let it 

begin with me.  

Psalm 136:1-2 says, “O give thanks 

unto the LORD; for he is good: for his 

mercy endureth for ever. O give 

thanks unto the God of gods: for his 

mercy endureth for ever.” 

  

Jack Sin 
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Available for Purchase at Sovereign Hope BPC! 
 

“Rev. Jack Sin is well-known for 

carefully listening to Scripture and 

sharing his insights with so many 

inside and outside the church. This 

book allows us to learn even more 

from his insights into biblical 

theology, the theology and history of 

the reformation and the confessions 

of the church and how this all relates 

to present day issues. The 2020 

pandemic confronts the whole world 

with deep problems and in fact with 

the real problem of humanity. In this 

book Rev. Sin puts this in biblical and 

historical perspective and shows that 

only the God of the Bible can help us.” 

Prof Herman Selderhuis, 

President of Theological University Apeldoorn 

Netherlands 

 

--------------------- 

  

“I am really honoured and benefitted from reading your work before 

publication. The readings impacted me in 2 ways; to gain 

understanding of the current situation and more importantly spur me 

to ask pertinent questions and seek further. The current pandemic is 

really unique and many ask "why" and stop there. This led to 

murmuring, blaming, discontent and disillusionment. It is important 

that we see God's hands in all the uncertainties and have faith in God. 

After all, faith is from the heart, not the eyes.  

Thanks again for allowing me to benefit from your writings.” 

Prof Teo Eng Kiong 

Chairman, Medical Board 

Changi General Hospital 

Singapore 
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Dear Rev Dr Jack 
  

Congratulations and praise the Lord for the completion of your 
book “A Christian Perspective of the Coronavirus pandemic and 
biblically related themes examined - COVID-19”. 
It is hoped that through this book, many will be touched, blessed 
and edified by the word of God to receive new life in Christ. 
  
Thank you very much for the complimentary copy of the COVID-

19 book. 

  
Blessing, in Christ 
Eld Samuel Tan 
Life Church, Prinsep Street 

 

We have ours – Have you gotten yours? 

Purchase available through Deacon Yue Kay or 
via email at sovereignhopebpc@gmail.com 
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Lessons I learnt from the Word of God 

Mic 7:7,8  “Therefore I will look 
unto the LORD;  

I will wait for the God of my 
salvation: my God will hear me. 
Rejoice not against me, O mine 
enemy: when I fall, I shall arise; 
when I sit in darkness, the LORD 

shall be a light unto me.” 

What strikes me most and gives in hope in Mic 7:7-8 is the use 
of future tenses “will” and “shall”, which are associated with 
what I should do and what God will do. I will wait and hope and 
God will be my light and will hear me. It speaks of God going 
ahead of me and reassures me that He is in control. I do need to 
do my part to wait upon the Lord. The use of “though” in verse 
8 also reassures me that He is and will always be there for me, 
regardless. He hears me during the season of testing. If He 
chooses to let me go through that season, He will always be at 
the end of the tunnel! 

Koh Poh Wee 

(NB. Micah was a prophet to the southern kingdom for 50 years 
in the 8th century B.C. and these verses above are rich and 
meaningful ones that are still relevant to us today. Note the 
three verbs that the prophet said to do today: Look, Wait, and 
Hear. Anyone who has learnt from the Word of God may send in 
to share their learning with us and be a blessing to others) 

******************************** 
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Memory Verse 

Isaiah 1:18 Come now, and let us reason together, saith the LORD:  
 though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; 

though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool. 
 
Announcements 

1. Welcome to our Worship Service! For our visitors, do leave us your 
contact numbers in our guest book before you leave. 

2. Rev Jack Sin speaks today on “The Case for Divine Reasoning” (Isa 1:1 
-18), the first in the Oct to Dec series on “Prophetic & Practical Insights 
from Isaiah for Today”. 

3. Rev Jack Sin speaks next Sunday on “The Holiness of God & the 
Prophet’s Response” (Isa 6: 1-8).  The Lord’s Supper will be 
commemorated. 

4. Sunday School classes continues in church after the worship service: 

• Catechism Class – Pastor Jack 

• “Rules for Walking in Fellowship by John Owen” – Dn Choo Siang 

• Studies in Leviticus – Dr Kwong Leen 

5. The Reformation Seminar on “Prognosis & Lessons from the Protestant 
Reformation” by Rev Dr Jack Sin will be held on Sat 10 Oct 2020 at 
3pm in church.  Kindly register with Dn Yue Kay (hp:97450311) by 7 Oct.  

6. Chinese Fellowship meets on Sunday night at 7pm via Zoom.   

7. Do send your prayer items to Pastor and join us for Church Prayer 
Meeting on Wed at 8pm via Zoom.  Do collect your Oct prayer list from Dn 
Choo Siang. 

8. Those who would like to help with the cleaning or safe management 
procedures of the church, please see Dn Yue Kay. 

9. Those who have a testimony to share may submit to Pastor for the weekly. 

10. Pastor is still available for counselling via WhatsApp, Email or Mobile. 

11. Love gifts, Offering and Tithes to the Lord can be given in the following 
ways: 

• Cheque payable to Sovereign Hope Bible Presbyterian 
Church and mail to church address. (Kindly write the full name of 
the church as indicated.) 

• Fund transfer to Church UOB Account 392-308-825-1 

• PayNow to Church UEN: T19SS0116FSOV 
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