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All Saints Day & The Reformation:  

Relevance and Repercussions 

Today,1 Nov is All Saints Day or 
All Hallows Day or Feast of the 
Saints celebrated by Roman 
Catholics around the world and 
some other denominations. As a 
Reformed church, we do not 
celebrate this occasion. Over the 
past 3 decades, we have seen 
Protestants making greater 
concessions to the ecumenical 
movement.  There is a strong 
prevailing disposition among the 
liberal churches to give up (or at 
least minimise) the major doctrinal differences between Protestant 
churches and that of the medieval church. There is either a lack of 
understanding of the gravity of the matter, or hopefully not, a 
deliberate undermining of the Protestant faith. 

As we  have just commemorated the 503rd anniversary of the 16th 
century Protestant Reformation, we need to ask the crucial and 
basic question of why the Reformation took place, why it was held 
on 31 Oct and whether there is a need to continue today in the spirit 
of that Reformation.  

All Saints Day & The German Reformation 

Many are familiar with Martin Luther who posted the 95 theses on 
the doors of Wittenberg church on 31 Oct 1517.  Why did Luther 
choose this date to do so?  The next day being All Saints Day was 
when church adherents in the 16th century came to worship religious 
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relics traditionally displayed in the church. As they entered, they 
would have read the truth of these words that Luther posted on the 
church door concerning the correct teaching of salvation and the true 
gospel, and not through the purchase of indulgences. The choice of 
this date could not have been more timely and relevant.  Why was 
there a Reformation in the first place?  

One of the reasons was the rediscovery of the fullness and 
beauty of the unadulterated gospel. After the Renaissance (13th 
to 15th centuries), the minds of the people in Europe were opened to 
the exploration of the arts, literature, languages and ancient culture. 
People in Europe began to question the teachings and practices of 
the established church.  Desiderius Erasmus of Rotterdam, the 
humanist scholar, did the church a great favour by producing the 
Greek New Testament in 1516 (previously, only Latin versions were 
available) which undergirded 
most major European 
translations of the Bible in the 
16th century. Men like Thomas 
Bilney, Luther and others read 
the New Testament in its 
original language first-hand and 
began to discover for 
themselves the spiritual vitality and beauty that was lacking in the 
medieval church. They could not contain their spiritual excitement in 
rediscovering the watershed doctrine of justification by faith alone. It 
gave meaning, purpose and life to the church, and the revival spread 
throughout Europe and later beyond to other countries.  

Is this prized Protestant heritage something to be jettisoned 
overnight? Living in post-modern world, we need to pray for wisdom 
and discernment, and not barter the truth for ‘peace’ to our spiritual 
loss and detriment in these last perilous times.  

Medieval Decadence & Declension 

The Middle Ages were times of theological declension, like our own. 
Indulgences, mass, ceremonies, rosaries, man’s works, the 
veneration of saints, and the worship of relics, reigned supreme in 
the hearts of the ordinary people in the church for 1,000 years. The 
clergy of the Middle Ages were blind spiritual guides, and their 
unmarried monks were often guilty of much excesses, corruption, 
gluttony and other such things. The common people were starved 
spiritually and frustrated in spiritual emptiness. As Isaiah said, they 
waited for light but behold darkness (Isa 5:19). 
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Religious movements then also generally taught that we have to 
venerate  and placate God or gods with a ‘good life, rituals  and the 
works of our hands’, while some taught that we ourselves are gods 
as in the New Age movement today. Protestant Christianity, which 
came through the Reformation, stands apart as radically different 
from the rest.  It proclaims Christ alone and Him crucified as the all-
sufficient basis for salvation by faith alone, thus restoring New 
Testament Christianity.  Jesus says, ‘I am the way, the truth, and the 
life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me’. (John 14:6; Acts 
4:12) 

The Role of the Pre-Reformers  

The  Brethren of the Common Life, Jerome of Prague, John Wycliffe, 
John Huss, Savonarola and the Waldenses (led by Peter Waldo) 
blazed the trail and provided that spiritual light in the pre-
Reformation days  from the 12th to the 14th centuries, but  some were 
mercilessly persecuted and martyred.  The sovereign Lord, however, 
had predestined a time for revival in the fullness of time.  

It was recorded that John Wycliffe, 
a pre-Reformer of the 14th century, 
once asked an English commoner 
how he hoped to go to heaven. He 
replied that his priest had assured 
him that he could buy his way to 
heaven. That would probably be 
the average answer you would get 
from most people living during 
those times. The Reformation 
broke that yoke of bondage and 
delivered men from a work-for-
your-salvation religion, restoring 
the doctrine of salvation through faith in Christ alone. 

Correct View & the Place of the Clergy 

The 16th century Protestant Reformation changed the role of the 
clergy. Luther called himself a pastor, not a priest because the Bible 
teaches the universal priesthood of believers. He refused to hear 
auricular confession for he taught biblically that all who are saved by 
grace through faith in Christ are priests before God. (1Pet 2:9)  After 
more than 1,000 years, ‘priests’ became redundant in the church, 
for those who know Christ Jesus personally have direct access to 
the throne of grace and need no intermediaries. Every man is to pray 
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directly to his God because Christ Jesus is our only Mediator. (1Tim 
2:5)  

Luther, Calvin and others 
married and started Christian 
families. Children were 
catechised and brought up in 
the fear and nurture of the 
Lord with family worship in 
the home.  Compulsory 
celibacy of priests and nuns 
practiced in the medieval 
churches was a burden the 
Lord never meant his servants to bear (2Tim 4:1-4) and the 
Reformers exposed it.  

The late medieval era, which was also the dark ages, came to an 
end with the period of enormous enlightened interest in biblical 

Christianity.  People flocked to 
Wittenberg to hear Luther, to Geneva 
to hear Calvin, and to Zurich to hear 
Zwingli. Similarly, John Knox was to 
bring the Reformation to the 
awakening of Scotland unto spiritual 
vitality and the establishment of 
Protestant churches later. 

The seduction and sale of indulgences 
sanctioned by Pope Leo X to raise 
money for the rebuilding of St Peter’s 
Church in Rome though Johann Tetzel, 
a Dominican friar, was challenged and 
its interest faded.  Enlightened people 
began to realise that forgiveness is 
rich and free in Christ Jesus alone, 

and not a commodity that can be bought in the ‘spiritual’ marketplace. 
The financial corruption and spiritual deception of the medieval 
church were finally over as the truth from the word of God was made 
known to the people. 
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Religious Education and its Impact 

The Reformation brought home the importance of universal 
Christian education. In 
medieval times, only the 
priests were educated. 
Now, every true believer 
needed to understand his 
new-found faith. The Bible 
was given to them in their 
own vernacular language and they could read, relish, apply and 
study it at home and in the church services.  

One of the great ideas of the Reformation was to unveil the 
enormous wealth of Holy Scripture and have it savored and read by 
the common people to their spiritual edification to the saving of souls.  

John Calvin, the French 
Reformer encouraged 
biblical learning in Geneva 
with the Geneva College, 
and soon John Knox of 
Scotland and others came 
from afar to study there. 
With the invention of the 
printing press by Johann 
Guttenberg in 1454–1455 (a 

divine provision), literature could be duplicated quickly and 
disseminated all over Europe which assisted the spread of the 
Reformation ideals near and far.  

Exegetical works, commentaries and biblical 
theological textbooks like Calvin’s Institutes of 
1536, flooded Europe. These relieved the 
people of erroneous and heretical preaching 
and practices. The Reformers’ motto was ‘Back 
to the Scriptures’, and this dramatically 
influenced all aspects of Western thought and 
society. The Reformation was surely one of the 
most life-shaping and life-changing movements 
in modern history which shaped much of the 
western world today.  

The biblical illiteracy of the common people, that had darkened 
minds for so many centuries, was finally over. Hos 4:6 says , ‘My 
people are destroyed for lack of knowledge: because thou hast 
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rejected knowledge, I will also reject thee, that thou shalt be no priest 
to me: seeing thou hast forgotten the law of thy God, I will also forget 
thy children’. That curse was in large part removed by the 
Reformation with the availability of the Bible in the language of the 
common people but sadly many are still ignorant of the Word of God 
today and with spiritual indifference. 

Historic Resources of the Past 

All Saints Day is a stark reminder of what happened more than 500 
years ago in Germany when a German Reformer posted for the 
people to read his theological treatise on the day before, which 
changed the way they understood (or misunderstood) salvation at 
that time. The church regained its true sense of spiritual direction 
with the true and pure gospel at the heart of it.  It rediscovered the 
real dynamics of the early church in expository preaching of the 
Word, proper observance of the sacraments, true Reformed worship, 
prayer, evangelical repentance and the proper church polity. It was 
almost a second Pentecost, a revival initiated by the Holy Spirit to 
the global awakening of souls.  

Why was there a Reformation to usher in the Modern Era? Because 
there was a lost gospel to be rediscovered in all its fulness; 
because the church had veered from the straight and narrow way; 
and the Sovereign Hand of the Lord brought it back it through this 
historic 16th century revival.  

Conclusion 

The Protestant Reformation 
is still relevant today after 
more than 500 years as it 
continues to give the church 
biblical bearings, spiritual 
landmarks and pertinent 
lessons with which to 
address the current 
ecclesiastical issues and 
problems of our own times.   

Let us then, make use of the inspiration and resources of the past 
as we live, worship and serve God in the present aright and await 
the Lord’s soon return in the future. 

  

Jack Sin 
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Lessons from a Webinar on the Training of Pastors & 

Missionaries    
 

I thank God that on 19 Oct at 
8 pm, I was able to attend a 
training webinar with about 
30 brothers and sisters from 
5 countries in addition to 
those from Singapore. Some 
missionaries shared their 
ministries and we also 
received a reminder of 
"Christians' priority". 

At the meeting, the chairman led us to sing two hymns "Thanks to God" and 
"O Master, let me Walk with Thee".  Pastor Jack Sin was then invited by Bro 
Silas of JSM, the chairman of the webinar, to share the word of God from 
Jude 20-25 entitled “The Imperatives of the Christian”. 

Among the characters in the Bible, there were many Judases; one of them 
was Judas Iscariot who betrayed Jesus and one of the 12 disciples, the other 
was Judas or Jude, the half-brother of Jesus, who wrote the book of Jude to 
contend for the faith.  

Pastor Sin patiently expounded Jude 20-21:“ But ye, beloved, building up 
yourselves on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Ghost, Keep 
yourselves in the love of God, looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ 
unto eternal life.”  on the four priorities for Christians: 

1. Build Yourself on the Most Holy Faith. 
There is to be self-discipline in seeking God. We are to be given to the 
reading of the Bible every day, devoting to the teachings of God, and 
practicing the lessons learned in our lives. 

2. Keep Yourself in God's Love. 
To keep in the love of God is our duty. Pastor Sin testified and thanked 
God that he has been happily married for more than 30 years to Angie. 
He and his wife have kept their love by the grace of God. He shared that 
in last few decades of counselling, he was aware that many couples 
(even Christians) were separated or divorced because they could not 
keep their first love to each other. Christians must love God, not be 
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tempted by the world, and not fall in love with the world or another 
other than our spouse. 

3. Pray in the Holy Spirit. 
Prayer to God does not work like a vending machine. In the latter, we 
put in coins and expect to get what you want. If the vending machine is 
stuck and things do not come out as expected, some kicked the vending 
machine or even broke the machine. Prayer is not for the benefit of 
selfishness or selfish desire, but to worship and to seek God and to 
communicate with God, and to ask God to  for his pardon and to help 
others and bless others in the will of God. 

4. Look up to the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Our focus is the Lord Jesus Christ, not the secular world that can lure 
people with generous materials. That was how the famous Charles 
Spurgeon was saved one day when he heard the preaching from Isa 
45:22 on looking to the Lord and none else for He is the only true God. 
Looking only to the Lord Jesus Christ is hope; and not looking to money, 
health or wealth or man.  

With Christ, it is an  Endless Hope, without Christ, an Hopeless end 
(There is hope if there is the Lord Jesus in your life , but there is no hope 
if you neglect seeking the Lord Jesus).  

The truth of why South America is so poor and  not as well-developed as 
compared to North America is because when the Spanish people came 
to South America about 500 years ago, they looked  for Gold; whereas 
the Pilgrim Fathers came to North America (on Mayflower) in 1620, they 
were looking for God. God and Gold differs only by one letter “L” but it 
makes a world of a difference.  

After the preaching of the Word, some missionaries and mission teams from 
different parts of the world shared their missionary work and services and 
we ended with a word of prayer by three pastors. 

I thank God that there is true life and hope in the Lord Jesus, but there is no 
hope for those who do not believe in the Lord Jesus. May the Lord Jesus be 
with me. Amen. 

Kam Weng  
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Memory Verse 

Isaiah 26:3 Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on 
thee: because he trusteth in thee. 

 
Announcements 

1. Welcome to our Worship Service! For our visitors, do leave us your 
contact numbers in our guest book before you leave. 

2. Rev Jack Sin speaks today on “The Basis for Peace of Mind” (Isa 26: 1-
9), the Oct to Dec series on “Prophetic & Practical Insights from Isaiah for 
Today”.  

3. Rev Jack Sin speaks next Sunday on “The Gospel Highway & Streams 
of Life” (Isa 35: 1-10).  

4. Sunday School classes continues in church after the worship service: 

• Catechism Class – Pastor Jack 

• “Rules for Walking in Fellowship by John Owen” – Dn Choo Siang 

• Studies in Leviticus – Dr Kwong Leen 

5. Chinese Fellowship meets on Sunday night at 7pm via Zoom.   

6. Do send your prayer items to Pastor and join us for Church Prayer 
Meeting on Wed at 8pm via Zoom.  Do collect your Nov prayer list from Dn 
Choo Siang. 

7. The Pandemic book can be purchased through Dn Yue Kay (Hp: +65 
97450311) or via email at sovereignhopebpc@gmail.com. 

8. Those who would like to help with the cleaning or safe management 
procedures of the church, please see Dn Yue Kay. 

9. Those who have a testimony to share may submit to Pastor for the weekly. 

10. Pastor is still available for counselling via WhatsApp, Email or Mobile. 

11. Love gifts, Offering and Tithes to the Lord can be given in the following 
ways: 

• Cheque payable to Sovereign Hope Bible Presbyterian 
Church and mail to church address. (Kindly write the full name of 
the church as indicated.) 

• Fund transfer to Church UOB Account 392-308-825-1 

• PayNow to Church UEN: T19SS0116FSOV 
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