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SINNERS WITHOUT EXCUSE 

 

There is no excuse for man's 
refusal to believe in God.  God is 
invisible but He has given to us all 
the means by which He is "clearly 
seen" (Rom. 1:20).  The Maker of 
the universe is "clearly seen" by 
what He has made.  The world in 
all its wonderful complexity is so 
obviously the product of a divine 
Being.  It is only by shutting off the instinctive reaction of his mind to 
God's glorious creation that sinful man is in a sufficiently perverse mood 
to deny the existence of God.  When sinners invent a theory of the 
universe which has no place for God they are behaving in a way which 
indicates that their foolish heart is "darkened" (Rom. 1:21). 

The sad and terrible reason why sinful man denies the existence of the 
true God is that fallen man hates God.  Put simply, man denies God's 
existence because he does not want God.  Sinful man wishes to shut God 
out of his mind.  In order to do this the fallen mind of man looks for one 
means or other by which he may exclude God from his thought.  If sinners 
were honest they would admit that they would prefer to believe in gods of 
wood, metal and stone rather than in the one true God who is Lord of our 
life, observer of our behaviour and Judge of all our conduct.  

It is for this reason that in the early period of history, before the gospel of 
Christ came to the nations, men were happy to make their own gods and 
to worship them.  "Professing themselves to be wise they became fools" 
(Rom. 1:22).  To prefer falsehood to truth may have the appearance of 
wisdom.  But it is in reality sheer folly.  So were the ancient nations.  They 
hated the true God and made for themselves a multitude of false gods.  
They "changed the glory of the incorruptible into an image made like unto 
corruptible man" (Rom. 1:23).  More absurd still, they made gods in the 
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shape of "birds, and four-footed beasts, and creeping things" (Rom. 1:23).  
Any false god was to them preferable to the holy, omnipotent God who 
troubles the sinner's conscience. 

However, there is a very high price for man to pay when he tries to alter 
the true God into a false god.  When men worship and serve the creature 
more than the Creator they will be the objects of God's severe displeasure.  
So it was in ancient times.  "God gave them up to uncleanness" (Rom. 
1:24).  

This "giving up" always has a terrible effect on man's fallen and sinful 
nature.  The heart of such sinners is given up to "uncleanness".  This 
"uncleanness" results in people altering their God-given sexual instincts in 
such a terrible way that they "dishonour their own bodies between 
themselves" (Rom. 1:24). 

The instinct of the man, as God made it in the beginning, is to wish to 
marry and have children by marriage with the woman.  But when God 
gives society over in punishment the terrible effect is seen in that man 
now looks for sexual pleasure with men; and women with women (Rom. 
1:26-27).  The way scripture describes this perverted behaviour is too 
clear to be misunderstood.  It is called the behaviour of "vile affections" 
(Rom. 1:26). 

Scripture does not try to 
excuse this very serious 
behaviour.  It tells us plainly, 
and clearly that there is a price 
when people indulge in these 
forms of behaviour.  They 
"received in themselves that 
recompense of their error 
which was meet" (Rom. 1:27).  
In other words, they got what 
they deserved as a punishment - both in this life, by means of disease, 
and also in the world to come where sin is punished in the fire of hell. 

A society where serious misbehaviour of this type is committed and 
permitted quickly becomes a "hell on earth".  The Word of God gives a 
most serious picture to warn us of what society becomes like when God is 
not worshipped and when people are given up by God to live as their sin 
deserves: "Filled with all unrighteousness, fornication, wickedness, 
covetousness, maliciousness: full of envy, murder, debate, deceit, 
maliciousness" (Rom. 1:29).  The terrible picture does not end there, but 
goes on: "Whisperers, backbiters, haters of God, despiteful, proud, 
boasters, inventors of evil things, disobedient to parents, without 
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understanding, covenant breakers, without normal affection, implacable, 
unmerciful" (Rom. 1:29-31). 

When society becomes corrupted with all these vices and crimes people 
know in themselves that it is sinful and wrong.  But they commit these 
terrible sins and vices.  They know or hear that it is wrong.  But they both 
indulge in these vices and even have pleasure in those who commit all 
these God-dishonouring forms of behaviour.  These sinners are without 
excuse.  They know this but they love to do what is evil! 

The sinfulness of sin is all too visible in 
this biblical exposure of mankind's fallen 
state.  Put simply, the root of the 
problem is this.  Sinful mankind does not 
want the true God, who is Creator and 
Lord of the whole universe.  Sinners 
hate God and will do and believe 
anything in order to escape from their 
duty to believe, worship and obey the 
God who has made us all. 

Not only is this sad idolatry the way our 
forefathers lived in ancient times.  It is 
the same today in our modern world.  

Men escape from God now, not by making gods of wood and stone, but 
by banishing God from their minds by means of a theory of Evolution.  
However, the effect is the same and the consequences no different from 
what they were in ancient times. 

When sinners hate God they seek a way to escape from Him.  The 
modern way of escape is by atheism and false theories of wrong religion.  
The effect is the same.  God is displeased and He gives people over to 
believe a lie.  This leads to ruinous forms of bad behaviour, deserving of 
God's punishment. 

There is one solution.  Believe in Jesus 
and repent.  

 

Rev Maurice Roberts 

Free Church of Scotland Continuing 
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Lessons from the Catechism Class 
 

On Sunday 14 June at 2 pm over an online Zoom meeting, I attended the catechism class 
of SHBPC, led and taught by Pastor Jack Sin, together with 7 others. 

He did a study of the "Summary of the principles of Christianity” in the form of 
questions and answers for Christian teaching under the Shorter Catechism Questions 
88-91: 

Question 88: What action is required of us after Christ redeems us? 

Answer: Our response to Christ's salvation of us is as follows: 
1.  Obey the commandments (regulations),  
2. Read and Obey the holy word (the Word of God, the Bible),  
3.  Attend to the sacraments (baptism, worship, breaking of bread),  
4.  Prayer. 
Acts 2:41-42. Here those who received his words and repented were baptized. 
On that day, the disciples added about 3,000 people. All perseveringly obeyed 
the apostles' teachings, he, also broke the bread, and prayed with then in 
fellowship. 

 

Question 89: How does the word of God become effectual in our lives? 

Answer: The Spirit of God makes people read the Bible, makes people preach, 
persuades and transforms sinners, and through faith enables them to have a 
holy life and joy, to manifest a new life that is saved by grace. 

The Bible is used for 4 purposes, namely 1. Doctrine, 2. Reproof, 3. Correction, 
4. Instruction in righteousness. 

2 Tim 3:17: We are to let the man of God be made complete, ready to do all 
kinds of good deeds. 

2 Pet 1:20-21: You should know all the prophecies in Scripture, and not try to 
interpret them based on your own will. For prophecy never came out of 
human will, but it was holy man who was led by the Holy Spirit to write the 
word of God. 

1 Tim 4:13: We have to actively read and apply the word and do it until Christ 
comes. And to do the following as given in the verses below 

Acts 17:11: Be like the Bereans, who were willing to receive this word, and 
examine the Bible every day to know whether this word is right or not. 

Rev 1:3: Here we see that Blessed are those who read the prophecies in this 
book, and those who hear and obey the records. Because the day of the Lord 
is coming near. 
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Read the Bible, listen to the preaching of the word. Hear and observe or Keep 
(observe is to obey). 

Matt 9:35: Here we see that Jesus travelled to all the cities and villages, 
taught people in the synagogue, preached the gospel of the kingdom of 
heaven, and taught the word and healed all kinds of illnesses. 

The Preaching of the Word: The preaching must be based on the Bible, so that 
the listener is persuaded and convinced, accepting the gift of salvation, and 
building up his or her faith. 

Col 2:7-8: We are to be Rooted and Built Up in Him. Faith needs to be strong, 
and as you have learned; a heart of gratitude builds your faith. We must be 
cautious, or else someone will use his philosophies and vain words to take 
you away from Christ, but from the traditions of the world, and the rudiments 
of the world. 

 

Question 90: How will the Bible be effective in my life? 

Answer:  In order for the bible to take effect, we must work hard, prepare and pray; 
accept it with faith and love, put it in our hearts, and practice it in our lives. 
(Reading, pay attention to the Preaching, and Hearing) 

Prov 4:23 says that we have to guard our heart. (Or you have to keep your 
heart eagerly) because the life-long effect is from the heart. God knows your 
heart (cardia) 

Jas 1:22 Reminds us that it’s not just about hearing, don’t just listen to the 
word, and deceive yourself if we  do not  practice it. 

Action: If you want to be healthy, you must act and do daily exercises, not just 
read health magazines. 

2 Tim 2:15 Paul says that we should try our best to be diligent in the study of 
God’s word, to be an unashamed workman, and to resolve to do the word of 
truth according to God’s will. 

 

Question 91: How do we see the sacrament as a benefit of salvation? 

Answer:  The 2 Sacraments should be shared after our salvation, not just as outward 
ceremonies, but as a means of grace that is blessed by Christ. The work of His 
Spirit in our hearts is noted and we are to receive the sacraments by faith and 
with sobriety. 

 
Kam Weng  
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From a sister in a BP Church, Western Australia 

Dear Pastor Sin, Thank you for sharing your poem. Not long ago, my mom went home to be with the Lord. 
(25/5) Very grateful that He has blessed me with a God fearing and God loving mum. It is consoling to know 
she is now in a better place and I will meet my mother again on that beautiful shore. Yet, I must share with 

you reading your poem brought tears and reading it to me is not just a poem, it is so meaningful and so 
comforting. So I write to thank you for sharing your poem. 
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Memory Verse 

Dan 12:10  Many shall be purified, and made white, and tried; but the wicked shall do 
wickedly: and none of the wicked shall understand;  

 but the wise shall understand. 

Announcements 

1. We thank God for many who have been participating in our Facebook Live streaming 
worship services.  In accordance with the government advisory, our corporate Sunday 
Worship Service will resume in church on 28 Jun 2020 with Safe Management Plan in 
operation.   

2. Rev Jack Sin speaks today on “The End Times Revealed” (Dan 12:1-13).   

3. Rev Jack Sin speaks next Gospel Sunday next week on “The God I Cannot Ignore”  (Rom 
1:1-21). 

4. Sunday School classes continues via Zoom at 2pm on Sunday: 

5. Chinese Fellowship meets on Sunday night at 7pm via Zoom.   

6. Do send your prayer items to Pastor and join us for Church Prayer Meeting on Wed at 
8pm via Zoom. 

7. Those who would like to serve the Lord in any area in the church, please see the Pastor or 
the Deacons. 

8. Those who have a testimony to share may submit to Pastor for the weekly. 

9. Pastor is still available for counselling via WhatsApp, Email or Mobile. 

10. Love gifts, Offering and Tithes to the Lord can be given in the following ways: 

 Cheque payable to Sovereign Hope Bible Presbyterian Church and mailed to 
church address. (Kindly write the full name of the church as indicated.) 

 Fund transfer to Church UOB Account 392-308-825-1 

 PayNow to Church UEN: T19SS0116FSOV 
 

 

Thanksgiving by Kin Kheng : 
1. Received SG flag in mail box upon request. 
2. Protection from a Scam Call regarding hackings into my SingTel 
internet , which I'm not a customer of. 
3. Strength to complete typing 69 pages of articles from PDF 
format to Word. Gained nuggets of biblical knowledge in the 
process. 
4. SP's help to complete stamping SHBPC address, cutting & 
pasting updated info for books in the Chinese Ministry.  
5. Given 2 Christian books for an edifying read. 

Thank God for systematic studies 
 in Exodus - Sunday School Class by 

 Dr Tan Kwong Leen. 


