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The Duties and Privileges of the Elect of God   

 
The book of Hebrews is a theologically rich treatise that largely revolves around vital biblical themes such as the New 
Covenant and the supremacy of Christ as our great High Priest among others. There is the famous  chapter 11 on the 
heroes of faith as well  As the author ends the study of Hebrews, he shared 6 distinct aspects of Christian duty that may 
be derived from the last chapter, Heb 13  concerning our Christian responsibilities to God and to one another in these 
exacting times that we are living  in.  Consider the following: 

Be Caring (v. 1-3) 

 Ephesians 4:32 says, ‘And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one 
another, even as God for Christ's sake hath forgiven you.’ The author of Hebrews said 
there should be brotherly love existing within the church. We are told to “be not forgetful” 
or to cease not from the practice of philoxenia (Greek word for “the love of strangers”, 
or hospitality, i.e. from the root words of phileo/love and xenos/stranger). Do consider 
helping and supporting, comforting and encouraging those who are suffering (the sick, 
persecuted for their faith in other countries, depressed, spiritually downcast), and those 
affected adversely by the pandemic and other concerns as well. Remember them in 
prayer and be burdened for the spiritual health of our loved ones and brethren in Christ, 
and reach out to those whom we have not seen in church for some time. Sharing the 
gospel to the saving of souls and testifying of God’s goodness with both believers and 
non-believers is our duty and privilege. Galatians 6:10 says, ‘As we have therefore 
opportunity, let us do good unto all men, especially unto them who are of the household of faith.’ 

2. Be Chaste (v. 4)  

In our day and age, marriage is being taken more lightly than it has perhaps  ever been. Marital separation, cohabiting 
outside of marriage, spousal abuse, teenage rebellion, divorce, homosexuality and transgenderism and others have 

been on the ascendancy, not just among nonbelievers but within the Christian 
community in Singapore as well. 2 Tim 2:22 says, ‘Flee also youthful lusts: but 
follow righteousness, faith, charity, peace, with them that call on the Lord out 
of a pure heart.’  Why are marriages breaking down? There are many reasons 
from miscommunication, adultery, financial or other issues that divide couples. 
The basic problem is the depravity of man that needs to be addressed  It is 
essential for couples to establish God-honouring principles and practices 
within their marital relationship based on the Word of God that serves to build 
up and not tear down the marital bond that you have promised to love each 
other and preserve the unity of the covenant home. 

Often time, we also find that because of a weak relationship with God, members of a family tend to become much more 
vulnerable to the attacks from the devil. Our covenant homes are meant to be a spiritual refuge for us by the Lord from 
the troubles and evils of the world, where there is genuine love of God and concern one for another in the knowledge 
and fear of God. Pray for the salvation and well-being for each of your family members that they will be saved, and for 
those who are in Christ that they be growing in their faith and be kept pure and undefiled in the Lord. 
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3. Be Content (v. 5)  

Paul in 1 Tim 6:10 says, ‘For the love of money is the root of all evil: which 
while some coveted after, they have erred from the faith, and pierced 
themselves through with many sorrows.’ In an intensely economically driven 
society (and with 2 casinos now in Singapore), we are under constant 
pressure to focus on material possessions, multiplying wealth and being more 
prosperous financially in this temporal world often at the expense of the 
eternal. The Bible, however, warns that “a man’s life consisteth not in the 
abundance of the things which he possesseth” (Lk 12:1 5). The economic 
situation may be tempting and have created opportunities for making quick 
gains in stocks, bonds or the money markets. We must therefore beware of 
becoming like Lot’s wife, who craved for more pleasures, and in the process 
lost her own life (Gen 19:26). While there is definitely a need to provide for 
our family (1 Tim 5:8), it is also essential to understand that material 
gratification is never an adequate substitute for parental devotion and raising 
a child in the knowledge of God. The later part of verse 5 reveals to us the 
Christian’s basis for contentment: Christ. Because we have Christ, we need 
not want anything else (Ps 23:1). Are you content in your life if you have Christ 
but have little money, power, fun, friends, or even if you lose your favorite 
things or even life? (Phil 4:15-19). 1Tim 6:6 says, ‘But godliness with 
contentment is great gain.’   

4. Be Cognizant (v7, 17) 

Remember those whom God has placed above you (including your parents, Sun Sch  teachers, preachers, elders, 
deacons, missionaries etc.), who have laboured and  blessed you and 
taught you the word of God and preached the gospel even in the midst 
of a health crisis or  who have counselled and guided you in your faith 
or family, and who have  the duty of serving you in the church. Show 
your love and appreciation of the servants of the Lord with a grateful 
heart and not take them for granted. We thank God for those He has 
put in our lives and let us be mindful to pray for and support them in 
their ministry In the work of the Lord and be a blessing to others as 
well. 1Thess 5:12-13 says, ‘And we beseech you, brethren, to know 
them which labour among you, and are over you in the Lord, and 
admonish you; And to esteem them very highly in love for their work's 
sake. And be at peace among yourselves.’ 

5. Be Careful (v9) 

We live in a world of spiritual falsehood and global deception even in the religious 
world. Statistics show that 70% of the members of modern day cult groups come 
originally from mainline Protestant denominations. We must constantly be on 
guard to shield ourselves and our families against the false doctrines that abound 
in the last perilous days. The new age movement, occult and the cults like the 
Jehovah Witnesses, Mormons,  Seven Day Adventism, the secretive 
Freemasons among others can possibly draw us away from God by advocating 
themes like saving the mother earth, astrology, witchcraft, yoga, horoscope, tarot 
cards, zodiac signs and fengshui (geomancy )are among other unbiblical 
teachings and practices. The fact is that Christ is coming soon anytime in the light 
of what is happening, and we should instead be vigilant of the wiles of Satan and 
focus our time and effort on saving souls before it is too late. 
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6. Be Consecrated (vi 11-13) 

1 Pet 1:15-16 says, ‘But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye 
holy  in all manner of conversation; Because it is written, Be ye holy; 
for I am holy.’ To be consecrated is to be sanctified or set apart for 
Christ, away from the contamination of this depraved world. In life, it 
is often easy to begin well but very difficult to end well. Nobody knows 
what tomorrow may hold and consecrated service to God should not 
be put off till later. Pray for God to give you the godly wisdom not to 
be conformed to this world but be set apart, be holy and press on in 
your faithful service to Him in the church, looking constantly towards 
His imminent and glorious return. The whole idea of wearing masks 
and social distancing is to prevent infection of the deadly coronavirus 
and so, in the spiritual realm, we must also distant ourselves from 
sinful depravity and have nothing to do with it.  We need to take a 
serious separation from sin and grow in holiness an the fear of God  
instead  and our focus is on Christ  Titus 2:13 says, ‘Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the 
great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ.’ 

 

Conclusion 

We live in the perilous days of grave spiritual and physical danger of an unprecedented global pestilence and the coming 
of the Anti-Christ first who will rule the world before the imminent coming of our Lord Jesus.  Let us prayerfully examine 
and consider and think about how you can be caring and faithful stewards of the Lord serving him in your life in also 
corporate worship and prayer. Be  a tangible  blessing to others as you  apply these  6 practical principles  in your lives, 
and  family and the church as well to the glory of God and to the edifying of the saints as you be transformed in your 
heart and mind . 

 

Jack Sin 
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The messages have been an Eye Opener for me and my family. 
There are many new lessons and enlightening our spiritual life 
by listening to the messages on The Book of Daniel. It has been 
many years after learning at FEBC under the late Rev. Timothy 
Tow. Hearing again from Pastor Jack Sin is refreshing to our 
souls, especially the warning and coming events going to take 
place. We pray that God will spare us from going through the 
Tribulation period and equip us for His Second Coming soon. 
We thank Pastor Jack Sin and others in expounding the Book of 
Daniel each Lord's Day a chapter in detail of the prophecy and 
fulfilling to the coming days ahead.  

Listening to the messages have helped my family and me to 
ponder and draw nigh to God, to have intimate relation and 
renew our in sharing our faith in the gospel truth to whoever 
crosses our path. May God find us faithful to the end and ready, 
and as well as our family names be written in the book of life. 

May God grant SHBPC and the pastor the wisdom from above, 
the desire to stir the hearts of the congregation and other Bible 
believers to take note and learn more in the preaching and 
teaching of sound reformed doctrine, to energise the believers 
to be steadfast in the faith which was once delivered unto the 
saints. Pray that God will enable pastor Jack Sin to expound 
likewise in depth preaching on other Old Testament Books as 
well before the 2nd Coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

Certainly we are blessed with such sound preaching in God's 
Holy Written Word in our own language. All praise and glory to 
our wise Almighty and Sovereign God.  

Shalom 

Bro Surish, Laos 

  

 
 

Thank you for your preaching on 
the book of Daniel, I've really 
learnt a lot and I'm sure if I go 

through the whole study again, I 
will gain more. Sorry to hear of 
so many deaths, may the Lord 
grant you comfort and strength. 

Let us truly number our days and 
redeem or time wisely. Blessed 

Sabbath 
Joyce Gong 

Hope BPC, Adelaide 

In the midst of this situation in which we live, the messages 
have allowed me to strengthen my faith and remind me of the 

Sovereign God. 
Eunice,Chile 

 
I was listening to the sermons for 
the last 2 months, I benefited from 
it. I learned many new things. 
Thank you, pastor, for helping me 
in many ways, for the quiz and 
encouraging to join the sermon 
and guiding me in spiritual path. I 
was so encouraged by the 
sermons and understood many 
things, every sermon we had a 
Blessed time with God. Praise the 
Lord. 

Rajesh from CBPCI,  
Bangalore, India 
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Memory Verse 

 

Rom 1:16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that 
believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek. 

 

Announcements 

1. Welcome to our Worship Service! We thank God for we can resume our Worship Services in church.  Refer to the 
list of safety measures available on the notice boards and comply with them. 

2. Rev Jack Sin speaks today on “The God I Cannot Ignore” (Rom 1:1-21).   

3. Rev Jack Sin speaks next Sunday on “The 3-Fold Focus of Christ‘s Ministry” (Matt 9:35-38), the start of the Jul to 
Sep 2020 series “Examining the Ministry & Teachings of Christ”. 

4. Sunday School classes continues in church after the worship service 

5. Chinese Fellowship meets on Sunday night at 7pm via Zoom.   

6. Do send your prayer items to Pastor and join us for Church Prayer Meeting on Wed at 8pm via Zoom. 

7. Those who would like to help with the cleaning or safe management procedures of the church, please see Dn 
Yue Kay. 

8. Those who have a testimony to share may submit to Pastor for the weekly. 

9. Pastor is still available for counselling via WhatsApp, Email or Mobile. 

10. Love gifts, Offering and Tithes to the Lord can be given in the following ways: 

• Cheque payable to Sovereign Hope Bible Presbyterian Church and mailed to church address. (Kindly 
write the full name of the church as indicated.) 

• Fund transfer to Church UOB Account 392-308-825-1 

• PayNow to Church UEN: T19SS0116FSOV 
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