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Website: www.sovereignhopebpc.org 
Rev Dr Jack Sin: 91160948 (hp) / jacksin710@gmail.com  
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BE A GOOD LISTENER OF GOD’S WORD 

Every Sunday I look forward to be in 
God’s House for worship. “I was glad 
when they said to me, “Let us go to the 
house of the LORD!” (Ps. 122:1). I also 
look forward to listen to God’s Word. 
‘Speak, LORD, for your servant hears.’ 
(1 Sam. 3:9). This is so because the 
preacher is God’s messenger. We 
must recognise the preacher for what 
he is – a herald of God. 

Now, you may ask, “but what if the 
preacher does a poor job in his 
preaching?” Martin Luther wrote: “Since the preacher have the office, 
the name and the honour of being God’s co-workers, no one should 
think that he is so learned or so holy that he may despise or miss 
the most insignificant sermon. This is especially true because he 
does not know at what time the hour will come in which God will do 
His work in him through the preacher.” 

Pray for the Preacher 

What we can do is to 
pray for the preacher. If 
we believe that God’s 
Word will accomplish 
His purpose in our lives we have to pray for all the preachers who 
ascend the pulpit in Grace church. “So shall my word be that goes 
out from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but it shall 
accomplish that which I purpose, and shall succeed in the thing for 
which I sent it” (Isa. 55:11). The apostle Paul writes: “And pray for 
me….” (Eph. 6:19, 20). Paul, the preacher asked for prayer. The 
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preacher needs your prayers too. Pray as a family for the preacher. 
Pray for his preparation during the week. Pray for the delivery of the 
sermon on Sunday. And, pray for the congregation’s (including your 
own) reception of it. 

The Listener’s Attitude 

What state of mind do you bring to a sermon? Listeners with bad 
attitudes are poor listeners. Some people listen to detect flaws in the 
sermon. What is your focus? Finding faults or listening to discover 
the truth of God’s Word? We are biased people aren’t we? We tend 
to choose to listen to certain speaker/s only. Therefore, the church 
seems to have “popular” speaker and the “unpopular” speaker. Jay 
E Adams said, “There is no way we can totally empty our hearts and 
minds of bias.” That may be true, but we need to work hard at being 
a good listener. Remember that we go church to worship God and a 
significant part of it is to hear what He has to say to us. God’s Word 
is more important than the words of any man. How much more ought 
we to give the most careful attention to it, regardless of who delivers 
it. That’s why the proper attitude towards preaching of the Word 
must be “I want to learn everything God is saying to me” – Jay 
Adams. 

Why is Listening to Preaching So 
Important?  

Because God speaks by His Word. “Hear, O 
Israel” (Deut. 5:1). When Jesus said, 
“Whoever has ears, let him hear” (Matt. 
13:9), and He repeats it in Revelation 2, 3 at 
the concluding message to each of the 
seven churches, He expects His people to 
pay attention to what He says. These words 
were not aimed at the preacher but to those 
who listen to him. “And how are they to 
hear without someone preaching?” (Rom. 10:14). 

To the Preacher 
Learn from Augustine as he told the congregation – “To begin with, 
I commend my inability to your prayers, that speech may be given 
to me, as the Apostle says, that I may open my mouth, and address 
you in such a way that speaking may hold not peril for me, and 
hearing may be salutary to you.” 
 
Rev Tan Eng Boo 
Grace BP Church 
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Pastoral Musings 2 

Many Singaporeans had a long night on 10 July. I was reading 
1 Pet 2:13-17 that morning and we are soberly reminded to 
submit to the authorities who are appointed by God for this 
is the will of God concerning us. In vs 17, we are to honour 
all men, love the broterhood, Fear God and also to honour 
the king. 

This is a good Precept to abide by after the General Elections 
2020 results, whoever is your new or old MP or the new or 
old national policy makers, let us pray for them and for the 
well-being of the nation. 

Rom13:1-7 reminds us of the sovereignty of God and it is he 
who appointed these powers over us. Whatever  our 
personal inclinations are, we submit it at the feet of Christ 
and we move on in the reverential fear of God and for the 
good of the nation that we may lead a quiet and peaceable 
life and preach Christ  as Paul puts it in 1 Tim 2:1-5.  

Our ultimate citizenship is in heaven above all and not on 
this temporal earth. Let us be concerned with the things of 
everlasting life and continue to worship, serve, witness and 
glorify our almighty God who is coming very soon to judge 
and rule this world. 

We serve a glorious Master who is the King of Kings and let 
us excel in our stewardship to Him above all, as strangers 
and pilgrims in this land as we yearn for the day of His second 
advent. 

Jack Sin 
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Sermon Notes 
SHBPC Sunday Service 12 July 2020 

– by Rev Dr Jack Sin 
 
There were 3 salient points 
1.The Master and His Mother at the 
wedding v1-5 
2.The Mandate Given to the Servants v6-8 
3.The Manner of Faith & obedience v9-12 
 
Context & Background 
Chap 1: John the Baptist and the calling of 
early disciples and the beginning of the 
public ministry of Christ  
 

1. The Master and His Mother v1-5 
Venue: Cana of Galilee, 13 km north of Nazareth  
Occasion: A wedding  
People: Jewish marriage; Jewish weddings are communal, 
social and religious in nature  
 
A note about wedding - how the Lord sees marriage  ie He 
approves of it  
Mal 2:14 ,15 “The Lord hath been witness “in the midst of your 
wedding, ie God is present at the wedding service to witness it. 
 
“covenant” marriage - It is a lasting relationship only death can 
sever, divorce is not to be entertained. Divorce rates on the 
increase in Singapore and other countries     
Marriage is for procreation as we desire a godly seed and for 
partnership and for life and there is to be unity and 
transparency (Gen 2)  
 
A note about covenant, Gen 17: “covenant “ - Similar to 
relationship with God of Israel  
Mal 2:14 “Yet ye say, Wherefore the wife of your covenant? 
Because the LORD hath been witness between thee and the 
wife of thy youth, 
against whom thou hast dealt treacherously: 
yet is she thy companion, and the wife of thy covenant.” 
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A note about Jewish wedding:  
Communal, religious, with an elaborate meal and with family 
and friends present  

 
Some of the wedding guests: Matt 13:55 Jesus had 4 half 
brothers  
James, Joses , Simon & Judas. Present: some disciples, Mary 
and Jesus  
 
A note about alcoholic drinking  
Incident: not enough wine, the wine in the first century has little 
alcoholic content compared to the modern wine  
Prov 20:1, Prov 31:4: not to justify social alcoholic drinking  
Eph 5:18 strong warning to avoid the drinking of wine and 
contrasted with the filling of the holy Spirit. Beware that we don’t 
use this text to justify drinking alcohol today as it is not meant 
for that purpose  
 
Mary ‘s request in John 2:3  
“And when they wanted wine, the mother of Jesus saith unto 
him, They had no wine.” Mary knew Jesus was special as the 
angel Gabriel had announced to her before his birth and she 
looked to Christ.  

 
 
2.The Mandate Given to the Servants v6-8 

Address to servants v5 by Mary the mother  
Eg of v5 in other parts of the Bible “whatsoever he says to you, 
do it “  
There are OT examples of those who dare to obey ie Abraham 
and the offering of Isaac, Gideon and his test of the fleece, 
Moses and the rod that turned into a snake   
Eg: coming to the church service, missions to country x can be 
a fearful trip. Do we heed the word of God in whatever he says 
even if it may not make sense to us at that time. 
 
Paul in 2 Tim 2:15  
Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that 
needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. 
We are to be practitioners or doers of the word not hearers only.  
Mandate:  The Great Commission as given in Matt 28:19. Do 
we follow and keep it and reach out to souls with the gospel?  
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3.The Manner of Faith & Obedience v9-12 

v 7 “fill them,6 stone pots up to the brim”. It would have about 
100 to 150 gallons of wine. They obeyed fully and did with faith 
and were rewarded  
Honor God with your time and talents and substance and He 
will honour you too. 
v10 notice what the manager said, “you kept the quality of the 
wine.”  It was not just the quantity of the wine but the quality of it 
as well.  
v11 Manner of faith “and his disciples believed on him”. The 
ultimate purpose of a miracle is the glory of God and often that 
people may believe in the Lord.  But some who do not truly 
believe walked away as in Jn 6:60, 66 as they had an ulterior 
motive in following the Lord. But Peter had it right for he knew 
that only Christ is God and only He could give the hope of 
eternal life.    
 

Conclusion 
Question: Do we dare to believe in the Lord Jesus as our Saviour 
today and obey Him or do we live in rebellion in sin or in wilful 
disobedience or in the phobia of man or circumstance?  Jesus is 
God and let us see Him as our personal Lord and Saviour. 

⁃  There is sufficient evidence for reasonable faith In Christ for the 
true seeker   

⁃  There is clear evidence given in the Bible. For example, 1 Cor 
15:6 where there were 500 eye witnesses of the resurrection of 
Christ - “After that, he was seen of above five hundred brethren 
at once; of whom the greater part remain unto this present......”  

 
There are myriad of transformed lives who have been touched by 
the life and work of Christ.  The Church of Christ continue to exist 
today despite persecution and severe trials. Let us be faithful and 
look up to Christ as we seek to worship the living Saviour and live 
for Him today. 
 
Yoke Har 
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Memory Verse 

Matt 5:6  Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after 
righteousness: for they shall be filled. 

 
Announcements 

1. Welcome to our Worship Service! Kindly comply with the safety 
measures available on the notice boards. For our visitors, do leave 
us your contact numbers in our guest book before you leave. 

2. Rev Jack Sin speaks today on “The Beatitudes Explained” (Matt 5:1-
12), continuing the Jul to Sep 2020 theme of “Examining the Ministry 
& Teachings of Christ”. 

3. Rev Jack Sin speaks next Sunday on “The Divine Cure of the 
Paralytic” (Mark 2:1-12). 

4. Sunday School classes continues in church after the worship service 
5. Chinese Fellowship meets on Sunday night at 7pm via Zoom.   
6. Do send your prayer items to Pastor and join us for Church Prayer 

Meeting on Wed at 8pm via Zoom. 
7. Pastor will be speaking at a Married Couples Webinar on 28 Jul at 8 

pm on “Biblical Perspective of Marriage and Divorce”. Those 
interested may inform him. 

8. Those who would like to help with the cleaning or safe management 
procedures of the church, please see Dn Yue Kay. 

9. Those who have a testimony to share may submit to Pastor for the 
weekly. 

10. Pastor is still available for counselling via WhatsApp, Email or 
Mobile. 

11. Love gifts, Offering and Tithes to the Lord can be given in the 
following ways: 

• Cheque payable to Sovereign Hope Bible Presbyterian 
Church and mailed to church address. (Kindly write the full 
name of the church as indicated.) 

• Fund transfer to Church UOB Account 392-308-825-1 

• PayNow to Church UEN: T19SS0116FSOV 

Thank God for bringing Shane, a friend of Jireh to church and 
pray for him as he seeks the Lord. 
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