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The Christian and  
the Corporate Prayer Meeting  

in Times of Crisis 

One of the means of grace given to the elect 
is Prayer, the powerhouse of the church 
even in the midst of turbulent times in this 
long-drawn pandemic. Spurgeon says that 
the spirituality of a church is measured by 
the substance and demeanour of its weekly 
prayer meeting. Is there genuine prayerful and 
evangelistic concern among the Elders, Deacons and members?  Is there a 
heartfelt longing for the revival and conversion of unsaved family members? Is 
there a strong vision for the lost, a fervent desire for spiritual revival of the family 
and the propagation of the gospel both locally and to other countries even in a 
crisis?  

What is true prayer? John Bunyan defines prayer "as a sensible, sincere and 
affectionate pouring out of the heart or soul to God through the strength and 
assistance of the Holy Spirit for such things as God has promised or according to 
His word for the good of the church with submission in faith to the will of God." 
(John Bunyan, Praying in the Spirit, np,1662). The members should be rallied 
frequently at the throne of grace, together with the Pastor, Elders and Deacons, 
to intercede for the members of the church, spiritual and physical health and 
growth and of the nation, to praise and thank God corporately to the edification of 
the saints and safety of its members in a public health crisis. There is no greater 
means of grace bestowed upon the believer than the honour and 
prerogative of meeting God in private and corporate intercession. 

It is instructive to note that an unknown Christian who wrote the book The 
Kneeling Christian once said, "The secret of all failure in prayer is our failure in 
secret prayer."  It can be said that all want of success and all failure in our spiritual 
life and in Christian work is due to defective or insufficient prayer. In the same 
vein, all fruitfulness in service is the outcome of persevering and God-honouring 
prayer. One of the most important preoccupations of a Christian their 
relationship with God in daily communion and intercession for others. A 
believer's vitality can be gauged not by his eloquence, zeal, orthodoxy or 
his energy but by his prayers. 
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It was said of David Brainerd, the missionary to the Red 
Indians (who influenced Jonathan Edwards, the great 
American Reformed Theologian) that he lived a life of 
holiness and prayer. His diary was full with the record of his 
seasons of fasting, prayer and meditation. He gave himself 
to daily contemplation and prayer, mortification, self-denial, 
humility and divorcement from the world. To be little with 
God in prayer is to be little with God in service. We are 
never so high as when we are on our knees before the 
Almighty Jehovah.  

 

A responsible and committed deacon needs to consider the four aspects of 
prayer; namely ABCD, the Attitude, Basis, Content and Devotion/Discipline. 

Attitude of Prayer 

The redeemed soul has a proper understanding of prayer. It is not a daily chore, 
but a great privilege, and pleasure. Prayer is one of the highest prerogatives 
accorded to man. To be granted this audience with the King of kings and 
Lord of lords is the highest honour ever to be bestowed upon mortal man. 
The child of God should take this royal opportunity to commune and meet 
daily with the sovereign Monarch. 

We need to approach the throne of grace with 
godly reverence, fear and much humility. 
Kneeling gives us a good standing with God. 
Consider godly Daniel in hostile Babylon in Dan 
6:10 "Now when Daniel .. kneeled upon his 
knees three times a day, and prayed, and gave 
thanks before his God, as he did aforetime." 

A broken and contrite spirit God will not despise (Isa 66:2, Ps 51:10). The 
fervent, penitent and searching spirit of a God honouring soul will always 
find spiritual succour. The earnest seeker will always have his cause answered 
according to God's will (1Jn 5:13-15). Our attitude towards prayer determines our 
spiritual altitude with God. Consider the righteous prophet, Elijah with his fervent 
spirit, commended by God in James 5:16 "Confess your faults one to another, 
and pray one for another, that ye may be healed. The effectual fervent prayer of 
a righteous man availeth much." 

Basis of Prayer 

What gives us, sinners the right to be able to stand before a holy and awesome 
God in prayer? What qualifications do we have to approach the Most-High (Ps 
15:1-4) when we are all so weak and vile? It is none other than the precious blood 
of Christ that covers a sinful but chosen people in the presence of a thrice-holy 
God. 

That is why we must always start by asking the Lord to purge and cleanse us from 
all our sins before we commence other intercessory requests. (Ps 66:18) 
Because of the blood of Christ, we are invited to the mercy seat, to come boldly 
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to the throne of grace to find help in time of 
need (Heb 4:16). Jesus in His days of public 
ministry enjoins us to come (Luke 18:1), 
encouraging all those who are weary and are 
heavy laden to come to Him for spiritual rest 
and respite for our souls. The throne of grace 
is a restful place for the troubled and weary 
soul to unload his burdens and cares (1 
Pet 5:7).  

Content of Prayer 

Prayer is the unbosoming of one's need and an opening of our hearts to 
God. It is therefore important for members to be specific. The particulars of 
our prayer should include confession of sins, adoration, thanksgiving, requests 
and other intercessions. The Christian should be like Daniel who prayed, thanking 
and praising God for his past faithfulness and present goodness toward them 
(Dan 9). If the deacon is to lead in prayer, it should normally commence with the 
adoration, praise and worship of our Heavenly Father (Matt 6:9) and continue with 
a sincere and specific confession of our sins and finally culminate in the 
intercessory petitions for fellow saints before the throne of grace. Remember that 
Aaron and Hur upheld Moses' hand in the battle against the Amalekites 
(Exod 17:10-12) and the latter was victorious. 

George Mueller, the founder of a large orphanage in Bristol, built solely on faith 
and prayer, was a godly saint who never lived a day 
without prayer. That was the secret of his success in 
his ministry. EM Bounds wrote in his book Power 
Through Prayer, "What the church needs today is not 
more or better machinery, not new organisations or 
more and novel methods, but men whom the Holy 
Ghost can use - men or prayer, men mighty in prayer. 
The Holy Ghost does not flow through methods, but 
through men. He does not anoint plans but men - men 
of prayer". Prayer is not prattle; prayer is battle. 
Consider what is said after the armour of God in Eph 
6:18 "Praying always with all prayer and supplication 
in the Spirit, and watching thereunto with all 
perseverance and supplication for all saints." 

Devotion / Discipline in Prayer 

Get in tune with God before the concert of the day begins.  Daily fervent 
supplications to God is a delightful discipline for every regenerate and 
justified man. It is the expression of sincere dedication to God; to wait, to 
commune and seek the Lord daily in prayer. David says in Ps 5:3 "My voice 
shalt thou hear in the morning, O LORD; in the morning will I direct my prayer 
unto thee, and will look up." Our Lord Jesus Christ sets the perfect example when 
he spent time with God the Father every morning as a priority in the wee hours of 
the morning (Mark 1:35). 
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To dutifully pray for others as requested is a spiritual discipline of the child 
of God. Paul encourages his readers to intercede for his gospel ministry in Rom 
15:30 "Now I beseech you, brethren, for the Lord Jesus Christ's sake, and for the 
love of the Spirit, that ye strive together with me in your prayers to God for me". 
Deacons need to be responsible and diligent prayer warriors upholding one 
another, like Epaphras of old (Col 4:12). 

King Solomon’s prayer during the dedication of the newly built temple, is a good 
example. The Israelites were challenged by God in 2 Chr 
7:14 "If my people, which are called by my name, shall 
humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn 
from their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and 
will forgive their sin, and will heal their land." 

Spiritual renewal comes to our hearts when there is 
humility, devotion, sincerity and ardour in prayer. In 
1866, the Prince of Preachers, Charles Spurgeon 
instituted daily prayer meetings at the Metropolitan 
Tabernacle in London at 7 am in the morning and again 
at 7.30 pm each evening. (Holden Pike, The life and work 
of CH Spurgeon, Edinburgh, Banner of Trust, 1991). The 
main Tabernacle prayer took place on Monday evenings, attended by over 3000. 
To provide for greater participation in prayer, there were even supplementary 
times for prayer with smaller groups within the church prayer meeting. The church 
was flourishing because the people were praying fervently and the Lord richly 
blessed and prospered their ministry. Did not our Lord say in John 16:24 "Hitherto 
have ye asked nothing in my name: ask, and ye shall receive, that your joy may 
be full." 

The Word of God records for us many instances of a church prayer meeting. 
Acts 1:14 "These all continued with one accord in prayer and supplication, with 
the women, and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his brethren." Acts 1:24 
"And they prayed, and said, Thou, Lord, which knowest the hearts of all men, 
shew whether of these two thou hast chosen.” 

The pastor of the church is normally the chairman and conducts the church 
midweek prayer meeting at 8 pm for our church. However, there may be 
occasions where the minister is not available, then the elder or deacon can take 
over as the chairman of the corporate prayer meeting. First and foremost, the 
members of the church should be present for this powerhouse meeting of the 
church and to be given to frequent private intercessions, as a family and an 
individual. It is an awesome task to lead the people of God in prayer. The heart 
is to be prepared for such a sacred duty with meditation of the Word and private 
devotion first. 

It is edifying and helpful if we can also follow up on those who have shared for 
an update of their prayer items.  A prayer list can be circulated to the members 
and updated.  In a time of profound prayerlessness and spiritual apathy 
among the Christian community, a fervent and praying membership is a 
great spiritual asset to the wellbeing of the local church.  Every member 
of the church should learn to talk to God first about men before they talk 
to men about God. 
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Conclusion 

We need more than a vaccine, social distancing and safety measures in 
perilous times and all these are necessary. The spirit of prayer must be the 
prevailing spirit of every child of the Lord in this raging global calamity that 
has unsettled many hearts. It is a spirit of faith, the spirit of reverence, the spirit 
of the supplies, of grace, and divine mercy which is a great blessing. All genuine 
revivals in church history are simply God’s visitation with great refreshing grace 
to his Church, often in answer to fervent prayer. True revival springs from and 
is intensified by the expository preaching of the pure Word of God, and is 
also accompanied by mighty corporate intercession for and by the saints 
that will ascend to heaven to beseech the Almighty Creator. 

 

Jack Sin 

(Read John Bunyan, Praying in the 
Spirit, np,1662) 
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Transfer of Church Membership 
Testimony of Paul Kong Lip Tong 

My personal testimony does not begin with how I came to 
know Christ, my ups and downs in my progression of my 
faith, or how I met the Lord in my spiritual journey, but my 
story begins at Sovereign Hope Bible-Presbyterian Church 
(SHBPC). 

One Sunday in May 2018, I walked into SHBPC which is located at Fide Vitae 
bookroom for the first time, the first time because it was the first time I had 
attended a service here with other brethren in Christ, singing and praising the 
Lord together, listening and receiving the Word together from the pulpit, in fact I 
met many familiar faces here whom I have already known them before. 

I came to the church intermittently about three months after the establishment 
of SHBPC, as I was attending a church nearby my house with my family, and later 
on they went to worship at their own church individually. I felt that I had 
benefited and have been nurtured spiritually quite a lot by attending the worship 
services at SHBPC, so I stayed on. 

I know Pastor Jack and Angie quite well, having ministered with them in the past 
and twice on mission trips overseas, and once alone with Pastor on a conference 
trip to Evangel BPC in Kuala Lumpur.  I have known Pastor Jack for more than ten 
years and I remember being a Mandarin interpreter for him once in my previous 
church, more than twenty years ago. But I came to SHBPC not because of him, for 
it is common to follow after people, I prayed to the Lord to let me just fix my eyes 
on Him (Ps. 25:5; Hab. 3:19).  I stayed on because this church is a God-fearing 
church with a pulpit that is Christ-centred and it exhorts the saints to live a godly 
life. As Calvin says, "Whenever we see the Word of God purely preached and 
heard" (Institutes, 4.1.9), this is where the true visible church is found.  Indeed it 
is very true,  and it is also true that in the time of this  health catastrophe, many 
churches have compromised at a crucial time, allowing church members to 
continue to worship online in the comfort of their homes on their couches, 
choosing  the virtual performance of the  pastor on-screen, and  taking  part of  
the holy communion at home with their own  bread and wine when biblical 
worship and the sacraments are  to be conducted  in the house of God as a 
gathered church when it is allowed with safety measures . 

I was reminded again of another of John Calvin's prudent words,  a timely 
exhortation even in our present era, in the Institutes 4.2.1 - 4.2.12, to what was in 
his day - and remains - essentially: the ministry of the Word and of the 
sacraments of baptism, and the Lord's Supper are the hallmarks of the true  
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church  gathered in corporate  worship .  How true! this is a position which is 
unwavering by SHBPC! 

It is a blessing to worship and serve in a church that is pleasing God and biblically 
sound in its doctrine. Mark Dever has written a little book called Nine Marks of a 
Healthy Church, and it is amazing that a small church likes this fits the 
characteristics described in this book, so I thank and praise the Lord for her 
faithfulness! 

Let me go back to the preface of my testimony, I didn't start with the "how", but I 
want to end with a brief introduction of myself, I grew up in a non-Christian 
family with a basic understanding of folk beliefs, and when I was a polytechnic 
student, I used to argue with a Christian classmate about the faith matter, often 
to the point of blushing, and I even went to a Buddhist school to take Buddhist 
classes for this purpose, just to "strengthen" my faith and read the Bible secretly 
in order to equip  myself, to  know my opponents  and to discuss together 

intelligently , In Chinese it called 知己知彼，百战百胜  , but thanks be to the 

Lord, by reading His Word, God worked in my heart and  He in His sovereign will 
have  chosen me to salvation and I to repent  of my sins and come to believe in 
Christ! The classmate who debated with me, he went on to study at Trinity 
Theological Seminary and became a pastor. Of course, in the midst of running the 
race to heaven on earth, I also encountered a spiritual low tide and also felt 
depressed, like walking through the valley of the shadow of death, as Dr Martyn 
Lloyd-Jones said.  

However, I believed God's promise cannot fail (Jos 23:14), this is where the 
moment I experience the presence of God and our Lord Jesus Christ, who came to 
me personally to comfort my soul.  As lyric described in a hymn: God hath not 
promised skies always blue, flower strewn pathways all our lives through…. but 
God hath promised strength for the day, rest for the labour, light for the way. I 
wish I could learn from the OT saint like Job, how he rests upon God and entrusts 
his troubles and worries wholeheartedly to Him (Job 5:8-11). 

If someone asks me how profoundly I know about my faith, let me tell you, not 
so, but I would like to learn from apostle Paul, and be his follower, as he also a 
follower of Christ (1 Cor. 11:1), and I would say, I know nothing else but Jesus 
Christ and his crucifixion (1 Cor. 2:2). 

I am thankful for the opportunity to serve in a church that holds to the inerrancy 
of the Bible (2 Tim 3:16) and rightly dividing the word of truth (2 Tim 2:15), in 
which I am rooted and built up in Him (Col 2:6-7). 

 

Paul Kong 
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A token of 
appreciation to bro 
Choo Siang for his 

faithful stewardship in 
the church. 

George & Grace Lye, Rachel & Joseph Wee 
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Memory Verse 

3 John 3 For I rejoiced greatly, when the brethren came and testified of the 
truth that is in thee, even as thou walkest in the truth. 

Announcements 

1. Welcome to our Worship Service! For our visitors, do leave us your contact 
numbers in our guest book before you leave. We praise God and warmly 
welcome Paul Kong into our church membership today. 

2. Pastor speaks today on “The Case Study of 3 Persons (3 John), the 
quarterly theme on “Finishing Well the Race of Life”.  

3. Pastor speaks next Sunday on “Consider God in Troubled Times” (2 King 
4:1-11).   

4. Sunday School classes continues after worship service: 

• WCF Shorter Catechism Class – Pastor Jack 

• New Testament Survey – Choo Siang/Joseph 

• Studies in Numbers – Dn Kwong Leen 

5. Chinese Fellowship meets on Sunday night at 7pm via Zoom with both local 
and overseas brethren. 

6. Pastor will minister at the Grace Reformed Evangelical Church (Hong Kong) 
Special Online meeting on Fri 1 Oct 2021 on “Making Sense of the 
Sovereignty of God & Human Responsibility in a Global Caastrophe”. 
Topics include Topics include “The Sovereign God, Global Catastrophe and 
Human and Church Responsibility” & “Coping with Phobia and Anxiety in a 
Pandemic and Post Pandemic World”. 

7. Do send your prayer items to Pastor and join us for Church Prayer Meeting on 
Wed at 8pm via Zoom. The Sep prayer list is available in church. 

8. Neighbourhood Bible Class meets monthly on the first Friday of each month in 
church on the study of 2 Samuel. 

9. The Pandemic book can be purchased through Dn Yue Kay (Hp: +65 
97450311) or via email at sovereignhopebpc@gmail.com. 

10. Do kindly observe the safety measures of the church and assist with the 
weekly cleaning of the premises. 

11. Love gifts, Offering and Tithes to the Lord can be given in the following ways: 

• Cheque payable to Sovereign Hope Bible Presbyterian Church 
and mail to church address. (Kindly write the full name of the church 
as indicated.) 

• Fund transfer to Church UOB Account 392-308-825-1 

• PayNow to Church UEN: T19SS0116FSOV 

********************* 
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