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Decoding the Myth of the “Hidden Code of the Bible” and 

Exposing the Modern Cabala 

Recently there has been renewed 
interest among some Christians (and 
non- Christians as well) over an old-
time bestseller entitled “The Bible 
Code” by a journalist named Michael 
Drosnin and a new sensational video 
in this captivating Youtube video on 
Hidden Prophecies in the Creation 
(in Genesis) by a Rabbi Isaac. In this 
mesmerising volume, the author 
Michael Drosnin claimed that he had predicted the assassination of 
Yitzhak Rabin (and other past events) and even WWII and other notable 
events (e.g., the invention of the light bulb) by apparently unravelling a 
cryptic code contained in the Hebrew Text of the Old Testament. The 
book is so convincing that it has swept many well-meaning Christians 
and church leaders off their feet, and some have naively been taken in 
by everything that Drosnin wrote. I have examined the claims of the 
book and would like to give a response to it to warn others of this 
dangerous myth or deception of our times. Below is a summary of my 
findings after some study on the subject. 

A group of scholars comprising Brendan Mckay, Dror Bar-Natan, Maya 
Bar-Hillel, And Gil Kalai wrote a 45-page paper to expose this defective 
and spurious method of statistical probability and prediction using the 
Hebrew OT text and a segment of the abstract of the paper is given 
below:  

“A paper of Witztum, Rips, and Rosenberg in this journal in 1994 
made the extraordinary claim that the Hebrew text of the Book of 
Genesis encodes events which did not occur until millennia after the 
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text was written. In reply, we argue that Witztum, Rips, and 
Rosenberg’s case is fatally defective, indeed that their result merely 
reflects on the choices made in designing their experiment and 
collecting the data for it. We present extensive evidence in support 
of that conclusion. 
Be that as it may, our most telling evidence against the “codes” is 
that we cannot find them. All of our many earnest experiments 
produced results in line with random chance.” 

EXPOSING THE BIBLE CODE METHOD 

Dr. J. Paul Tanner in Blbliotheca Sacra 157 (April/June 2000), 141-159, 
alerted us to this defective method of the bible code, as shared below:  

“The Bible is full of straightforward prophecies, such as the 
prediction in Micah 5:2 that the Messiah would arise from Bethlehem. 
All one has to do to investigate this prophecy is to turn to this 
passage to see what it says. The Bible code, however, does not 
work that way One has to begin with a known word (in Hebrew) and 
ask the computer to search for that word The computer then 
searches the Hebrew text of the Bible, skipping letters at a set 
interval (called equidistant intervals or skip levels), to find any place 
where the letters of that word are spelled out. For code searchers 
the interval between letters can be of 
any length (even thousands of 
letters) so long as all the letters in the 
word are at the same interval.20 In 
addition it does not matter whether 
the word is spelled forwards or 
backwards Regardless of which 
Hebrew text one uses, hundreds of 
thousands of letters are in the 
Hebrew Old Testament, and only 
computers could make such 
extensive searches.21 Once an 
initial "word" is found, and an 
equidistant interval has been 
established, then the letters of that 
word are aligned in the text to create 
a matrix of letters (a grid) consisting of all letters from the beginning 
of the sequence until its end. The equidistant interval determines the 
number of columns in the grid. This matrix can then be searched for 
other possible "related words" that cross the path of the origin word. 
The original search word and all related words are then interpreted, 
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that is, one must ascertain what the "message" is on the basis of 
examining all these words that have "converged." 

The Bible Code and its related works is a type of divination or 
bibliomancy related to  the tradition of the cabala* and numerology, i.e., 
the notion that each letter, word, number, and accent of Scripture is a 

part of a secret code 
embedded in the text. 
Decoding the Bible 
allegedly leads to the 
discovery of prophecies 
and profound truths. 
Decoding texts 
numerologically is an 
ancient practice, but the 
use of computers to do 
statistical analysis of vast 

texts such as the Bible has taken divination to new heights. The most 
popular example of this modern enterprise is explained in Michael 
Drosnin’s The Bible Code (which was selling well in Times Bookshop at 
one time). The technique was described earlier by its developers, a 
group of Israeli mathematicians, Doron Witztum, Eliyahu Rips and Yoav 
Rosenberg, in “Equidistant Letter Sequences in the Book of Genesis” 
by in the journal Statistical Science 9 (1994), 429 – 438.  

This old art of interpreting the Scriptures distinguishes itself by using 
new technology: it employs computers to examine equidistant letter 
sequences in the Hebrew Scriptures. It is claimed that by repeatedly 
skipping a specific number of letters, one finds that the Bible is the only 
text in which these encoded phrases are found in a statistically 
significant pattern, and that the chance of this being a random 
phenomenon is unlikely (This is proven wrong by McKay who found 
assassination “predictions” in Moby Dick for Indira Gandhi, Martine 
Luther King and J. F. Kennedy, using the same method as Drosnin). 

Using the method of Equidistant 
Letter Sequences (ELS), Drosnin 
claimed that the assassination of 
Yitzhak Rabin was predicted by 
an Israeli mathematician. He also 
claimed that the assassinations of 
Anwar Sadat and the Kennedy 
brothers are encoded in ELS. Can 
a computer read the mind of God? 
According to Drosnin, yes. 
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According to this theory, God dictated in His favourite language, 
Hebrew, a set of words with a concealed code, which would unravel 
many current day events with accurate predictions for us.  

Drosnin’s book states that an independent corroboration of the work of 
Witztum and Rips was done by Harold Gans, a retired senior cryptologic 
mathematician in the US Department of Defence. This is partially true 
but totally misleading, as the following published statement by Harold 
Gans himself, makes clear: 

“The book by Drosnin states that the codes in the Torah can be used 
to predict future events. This is absolutely unfounded. There is 
no scientific or mathematical basis for such a statement, and 
the reasoning used to come to such a conclusion in the book 
is logically flawed. While it is true that some historical events have 
been shown to be encoded in the Book of Genesis in certain 
configurations, it is absolutely not true that every similar 
configuration of “encoded” words necessarily represents a potential 
historical event. In fact, quite the opposite is true: most such 
configurations will be quite random and are expected to occur 
in any text of sufficient length. Mr Drosnin states that his 
“prediction” of the assassination of Prime Minister Rabin is “proof” 
that the “Bible Code” can be used to predict the future. A single 
success, regardless of how spectacular, or even several such 
“successful” predictions proves absolutely nothing unless the 
predictions are made and evaluated under carefully controlled 
conditions. Any respectable scientist knows that “anecdotal” 
evidence never proves anything.”  

Even more revealing is the public statement of Dr Eliyahu Rips who was 
quoted by Drosnin in his book: 

“I do not support Mr Drosnin’s work on the Codes, nor the 
conclusions he derives . . .. All attempts to extract messages from 
Torah codes, or to make predictions based on them, are futile 
and are of no value. This is not only my own opinion, but the opinion 
of every scientist who has been involved in serious Codes research. 
In addition to Drosnin’s book, there are now available numerous 
software packages which will allow you to do your own Bible Code 
analysis at home.”  

Dr Robert Todd Carroll says: 
“The Bible is not a mystery game or a computer puzzle to be 
deciphered and decoded but to be revered and read to know 
the very words of the living and true God and our need for Him.” 
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The Reformers’ Response 

Central to the Reformation cause is the 
doctrine of the sufficiency and perspicuity of 
the Scriptures. The clarion cry of the 
Reformers was Sola Scriptura, Sola Fide 
and Sola Gratia. The one decisive factor in 
the success of the 16th century Protestant 
Reformation was the Holy Scriptures being 
made available and given to the common 
people. Luther translated the New 
Testament into German in 1522 and William 
Tyndale, the English New Testament in 
1525. The commoner and the ploughman 
were reading it in the vernacular for the first 
time, thus the bible is to be studied in a clear 
comprehensible language and not in a mystical code. 

The doctrine classically known as the perspicuity of Scripture, defined 
as “clarity of thought, lucidity,” is identified as “one of the traditional 

attributes of Scripture.” Hodge 
reduces the doctrine of 
perspicuity to the simple 
affirmation that “The Bible is a 
plain book... intelligible to the 
people” (Charles Hodge, 
Systematic Theology, 

Abridged Edition, ed. Edward N. Gross [Grand Rapids: Baker, 1988], 
92). The Westminster Confession, our Presbyterian Creed articulates 
this doctrine as follows: 

“All things in Scripture are not alike plain in themselves, nor alike 
clear unto all, yet those things which are necessary to be known, 
believed and observed for salvation, are so clearly propounded and 
opened in some place of Scripture or other, that not only the learned, 
but the unlearned, in a due sense of ordinary means, may attain unto 
a sufficient understanding of them.” 
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The doctrine of perspicuity was 
articulated by the Reformers in 
denial of the medieval church claim 
that “the Bible is obscure and is 
badly in need of interpretation by 
medieval priests and monks.” These 
days, there is a latest craze in a 
latent mathematical code of 
equidistant words in Hebrew and a 
‘20th century decoder’ in the person 

of Michael Drosnin who would help us interpret the Scripture rightly. If 
you believe Drosnin, we would have returned to the Pre-Reformation 
dark days of mystical superstition and falsehood. Drosnin is a good 
storyteller, he captivates and mesmerises his readers to a high point 
and equates the sealed book in Daniel 12:4 to the invention of the 
computer (98). To Drosnin, it was revealed that the advent of the 
computer would open “to us the secret of the Bible,” and “to [him] we 
must be grateful.” Drosnin, with his consummate skill, has enthralled his 
many readers with riveting revelation of a “mysterious cryptic code 
apparently in the Hebrew Scriptures only to be discovered and opened 
by him for us in due time.”   

A Scrutiny of the Book 

Drosnin, garnering support for his new-found thesis of a hidden Bible 
Code, quoted men like astronomer Carl Sagan, who believed in billions 
of years of biological evolution on the planets (96). Is this consistent 
with biblical creationism? Drosnin said, “if the Bible code proves one 
thing, it is that a non-human intelligence does exist, or at least did exist 
at the time the Bible was written” (97). God is reduced to a non-human 
intelligence and the eternality of God is questioned. Would God use a 
person such as Drosnin who is not even regenerated to reveal any truth 
to us? 

The Bible is no crystal ball or some latent or mysterious statistical 
puzzle or cabala to be decoded. It is the verbal plenary inspiration of 
God to holy men, and it is plainly profitable for doctrine, reproof, 
correction, instruction in righteousness in its plain sense (2 Tim 3:16–
17). On page 181 under the chapter “Coda,” Drosnin, when asked about 
his religious convictions, said, “I am not religious. I don’t even believe 
in God. I am a total skeptic. There’s no one who would be harder to 
persuade this is real than me.” Would God reveal His “secrets” to a total 
skeptic like Drosnin and use him to reveal these “biblical secrets” to us? 
On page 179 under “The Final Days,” Drosnin gave us the purpose of 
his “magnificent discovery of this cryptic Bible Code”:  
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“But the Bible code is more than a warning. It may be the information 
we need to prevent the predicted disaster... It is not a promise of 
divine salvation. It is not a threat of inevitable doom. It is just 
information. The message of the Bible Code is that we can save 
ourselves.”   

Therefore, according to Drosnin, the Bible 
Code reveals to us not the coming of a 
Saviour to save sinners but that we can save 
ourselves instead. Is this the true message of 
the Holy Scriptures or a false statement? Are 
such contradictions from the God of the 
Hebrew Scriptures? Absolutely no. The 
answer is evident to all who truly have the 
Spirit of Christ. 

A Quick Lesson on Statistical Probability 

David Thomas in Skeptical Inquirer, November 97, said:  
“Drosnin’s technique is heavily based on that of Eliyahu Rips of 
Hebrew University in Israel, who published an article entitled 
“Equidistant Letter Sequences in the Book of Genesis” in the journal 
Statistical Science (Witztum, Rips, and Rosenburg, 1994). Like Rips, 
Drosnin arranges the 304,805 Hebrew letters of the Bible into a large 
array. Spaces and punctuation marks are omitted, and words are 
run together one after another. A computer looks for matches to 
selected names or words by stepping to every nth letter in the array. 
One can go forward or backward; and for each value of “step 
distance,” n, there are n different starting letters. Drosnin’s match for 
“Yitzhak Rabin” had a step value n equal to 4,772.” 

Both Rips and Drosnin work with the original Hebrew characters, which 
are said to have been given by God to Moses one character at a time, 
with no spaces or punctuation, just as they appear in “the code.” The 
“code” is considered to exist only in the Hebrew Bible and not in 
translations or any other books. The “code” concept, however, had 
been demonstrated to be possible with English characters also (p. 1). 
Therefore, it is not true that only the Hebrew text can create such 
probabilities with matching letters. 

Let us consider the example of the lottery. The probability of winning a 
$1 million prize when you only bought one of the 10 million tickets on 
sale is small. But what if you were able to buy all of them? The 
probability is 1.0 or 100%. Of course, no one would do that for lottery 
but you can do this in Drosnin’s example because you can have what 
amount to millions of free lottery tickets simply by running a computer 
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program or going over crossword puzzle handouts. Drosnin tested 
billions of letter sequences for matches of selected words that he 
wanted. 

Their core conclusions were based on 
severely flawed probability arguments. 
Drosnin’s formulation of the improbability 
of the occurrences of linked pairs is 
implicitly based on the assumption that you 
have only one opportunity to get the 
match. But with the help of the modern 
computer to calculate this possibilities, Drosnin gets to take advantage 
of billions of opportunities generated by a computer software to 
manipulate data In the form of Hebrews words for his own preconceived 
opinion or purpose of a secret code in the Hebrew bible, which is a 
fallacy . 

The promoters of the hidden-message claims say, “How could such 
amazing coincidences be the product of random chance?” I think the 
real question should be: “How could such coincidences not be the 
inevitable product of a huge sequences of trials on a large, 
essentially random databases?”  

It is humanly probable for Drosnin to arrive at different messages 
according to his selective perception on a biased expectation of so-
called targeted random probability. 

I had the opportunity to confer with Dr Gary Cohen, a renowned OT 
theologian and bible scholar some years ago. I asked him what he 
thought of the Bible Code by Drosnin. He was skeptical and said that 
he could also ‘invent’ new codes if he really wants to. There is no end 
to this spurious human inquisitive concoction no matter what statistical 
probability you may claim it to be. 

I gave this illustration to a fellow brother who asked me on this matter. 
If you look at the cloud formation in the sky, someone may say that he 
can see a dinosaur, another a dragon and a third, an elephant, and 
each of them can tell you where the head, tail or body is and so on; and 
each can be quite insistent that he is right. In other words, you can 
literally believe what you have programmed yourself to see in the first 
place (selective perception). Using random probabilities of Hebrew 
words does not diminish this fact. In fact, it appears to give it a so-called 
scientific basis to lend credence to it when there is none in the first place. 
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A Warning from Paul   

Paul’s writing to the 
Ephesians exhorted them 
to be grounded or rooted 
in the Word and not to be 
tossed and carried about 
by the sleight of men and 
cunning craftiness 
(including so-called 
statistical probability) (Eph 
4:14). Someone said to 
me, “These latest videos by some interesting Jewish scholars and the 
book by Drosnin even got non-Christians interested about the Bible, 
surely it must be from God.” This should not impress us at all. They are 
interested in Drosnin’s sensational findings of a so-called concealed 
code in the Bible. They are not interested in the truth of God’s word and 
the gospel of Jesus which is to be correctly interpreted with sound 
hermeneutical principles in the plain sense of the Bible, nor will they 
acknowledge their total depravity and their need for salvation through 
Christ alone after reading this book. This book and its influence are 
defective and unhelpful to say the least, and worse, deceptive and 
misleading. We need to be vigilant and warn others of its content. 

Paul Tanner concludes here that the “so-called Bible code has no 
biblical warrant and is not substantiated when carefully examined. 
Because of the unique nature of biblical Hebrew and the numerous and 
indiscriminate ways that patterns are established, these coded words 
are not so mathematically astonishing as the advocates of the Bible 
code suggest. The same technique can be used in other literary 
documents (particularly those written in Hebrew) to find predetermined 
words sought for by the researcher. Furthermore, the method rests on 
the assumption that copies of the Hebrew Bible available today are 
exactly the same as originally penned. Yet the reality is that the 
manuscripts today do differ in some ways and textual criticism cannot 
simply be ignored.” (see Bibliotheca Sacra, April/ June, 2000,159) 

Conclusion 

In the last days, more outlandish ideas and propositions or predictions 
will be propounded by charlatans and some may be sincerely deluded 
into believing what they think to be true. Someone one day might just 
suggest that reading the Greek text backwards might unveil another 
secret code hidden in the NT about WWIII (I hope no one will fall for it, 
if it ever comes to pass; we have already been forearmed). There will 
not be the lack of sensational findings and deceptive reports in the last 
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days which are myths or hoaxes. We need to 
pray and seek the Lord for discernment and 
vigilance in a world of increasing delusion. 
“Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the 
spirits whether they are of God: because many 
false prophets are gone out into the world” (1 
John 4:1). Let us return to the proper 
meditation of the word of God and let the Holy 
Spirit guide us in rightly handling all truths (2 
Tim 2:15) and not some defective or deceptive 
newfangled method of probabilities to predict 
the future which has ceased with the 
completion of the canon in AD100.  

We need to prayerfully appraise, discern, and test all things in the light 
of the Scriptures, “Prove all things; hold fast that which is good” (1 
Thess 5:21). Do not be derailed and mesmerised by fanciful findings or 
novel ideas by writers and so-called scholars of our times in the last 
days. May the Lord help us to be prudent and discerning in our 
assessment of these popular books and videos today and like the 
Bereans we are to search the scriptures if it were so (Acts 17:11).   

Jack Sin 

(NB. The cabala is a collection of esoteric writings of various rabbis and a few 
medieval Christians, which consists of mystical and numerological 
interpretations of Hebrew Scriptures. The authors of the cabala treat every letter, 
word, number, and accent of Scripture as a secret code which contains some 
profound but hidden meaning put there by God for some profound and hidden 
purposes, including prophecy. The cabala also provides methods of 
interpretation of the occult marks on paper, which the less spiritually gifted take 
to be mere words to be understood either literally or figuratively. The purpose 
of the cabala is apparently to read God’s mind and thereby become one with 
the Divine). 
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Memory Verse 

Matt 4:4  But he answered and said, It is written, Man shall not live by 
bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth 
of God. 

 
Announcements 

1. Welcome to our Worship Service! Kindly comply with the safety measures 
available on the notice boards. For our visitors, do leave us your contact 
numbers in our guest book before you leave. 

2. Rev Jack Sin speaks today on “Overcoming Temptation by Christ” 
(Matthew 4:1-13), continuing the Jul to Sep 2020 theme of “Examining the 
Ministry & Teachings of Christ”. 

3. Rev Jack Sin speaks next Sunday on “Christ as the Bread of Life”  
(John 6: 48-69). 

4. Sunday School classes continues in church after the worship service 

5. Chinese Fellowship meets on Sunday night at 7pm via Zoom.   

6. Do send your prayer items to Pastor and join us for Church Prayer 
Meeting on Wed at 8pm via Zoom.  Do collect your Sep prayer list from Dn 
Choo Siang. 

7. Pastor will be conducting 2 training sessions via Zoom as follows: 

• Theology of Holy Spirit (Thu 3 Sept 9.30-11am) 
- What is Holy Spirit? 
- What is the role of the Holy Spirit? 
- How does one who has the Holy Spirit looks like? 

• Theology of Spiritual Battle (Thu 10 Sept 9.30-11am)  
- What is Spiritual Battle? 
- Understanding the Full Armour of God 

Do contact him for the Zoom links if you are keen to join the training 
sessions. 

8. Those who would like to help with the cleaning or safe management 
procedures of the church, please see Dn Yue Kay. 

9. Those who have a testimony to share may submit to Pastor for the weekly. 

10. Pastor is still available for counselling via WhatsApp, Email or Mobile. 

11. Love gifts, Offering and Tithes to the Lord can be given in the following 
ways: 

• Cheque payable to Sovereign Hope Bible Presbyterian 
Church and mail to church address. (Kindly write the full name of 
the church as indicated.) 

• Fund transfer to Church UOB Account 392-308-825-1 

• PayNow to Church UEN: T19SS0116FSOV 
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