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THINGS WE NEED TO REVIVE TODAY  

IN THE MIDST OF A PANDEMIC 
 
We are creatures of our own habits and 
discipline is important in a believer’s life. 
There are many good spiritual habits 
and disciplines that are either missing 
from the Church or the believer’s life. In 
Rev 3:2, writing to the church in Sardis, 
the Apostle John warns us to be 
watchful and speaks of things that we 
are to strengthen or else they are ready 
to die in these last perilous days of 
manifold distractions. Many are 
enamoured with secular concerns and 
are less sensitive to the prompting of the 
Holy Spirit in fulfilling the spiritual duties required of us, to the nourishment of 
our souls and that of others.  

Consider the following four areas of the Christian life to revive today in the midst 
of a spiritual and health crisis. 

Corporate Intercession and the Edifying Fellowship of Saints 

Corporate Intercession is one of the spiritual things that seems “ready to die” in 
many churches today. Many who will make time to play a handphone game or 
watch YouTube or the TV soap operas or be on virtual chatrooms but will not 
come to the mid-week church prayer meeting. At the church prayer meeting, 
only a fraction of the number shown on the church roll is ever present. Many 
have no time, nor burden for prayer, being encumbered with many interests and 
cares of this ephemeral world. The prayer meeting is frequently small and 
attended by 10 percent or less in the church as I understand from other pastors. 

How shall the languishing prayer meeting be strengthened? First, let all the 
Elders, Deacons and leaders be regularly present. Example shows the way. 
Then let there be more fervent prayer among the stewards first, more spiritual 
fervour among the leaders and members of the church. Let there be the sound 
and convicting preaching of God’s Word; let each ask and share personally with 
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things they learnt that genuinely burden the heart and challenge and intercede 
with great importunity for one another. 

Secondly, let young men and women pray for 
the awakening of the nations and the church 
and our family and let older men set aside time 
and give priority to prayer. Let special matters 
for prayer be mentioned by a responsible 
brother at an early stage (i.e. the preaching of 
the gospel, the salvation of souls). Care 
enough to reach out and share with one 
another, “I hope to see you at the church 
service or the SS or the BS or   prayer meeting” the next time when you meet 
an absent brother or sister from the Lord and let the holy Spirit work in his or 
her heart. 

Pray for the spiritual growth and vitality of the Wednesday night church prayer 
meeting and also in your private prayers. Be a man or woman of supplication 
and make a point to be at the throne of grace with Christ and the brethren at 
corporate prayer time g. Strengthen the prayer meeting by your fervent love for 
souls and your presence, for a church without strong corporate intercession 
support of the people is a feeble church. Therefore, let us watch unto prayer 
and pray without ceasing (1 Thes 5:18). 

A Fervent Love for the Word of God and Souls in Outreach and Missions 

Spiritual indifference in sharing the gospel with lost souls lingering among us 
without hearing the gospel. One of the marks of spiritual revival is the eager use 
of every opportunity to speak a clear word of personal witness, of the 
blessedness of our eternal hope and glorious salvation. The earnest readiness 
and testimony of a happy soul to tell others of his Saviour is one of the joyful 
signs of the upspringing of the well of living water within a redeemed soul. When 
was the last time you gave a tract or said a word for Christ? We were prompted 
to witness to some Indian workers and gave them a gospel   tract and some 
drinks as the Lord leads and another couple with us witnessed to a fruit seller 

after he got tract from us. What have you done for 
the kingdom of Christ last or this year? 

The zeal for Christ and for souls is a very rare 
grace. Most Christians seem to have sunk into a 
mere routine; to imagine that they have done their 
duty expected of them if they have been to virtual 
service for an hour and a half once a week. They 
are so busy with earthly interests that there is little 
evidence that either Heaven or Hell is real to them. 
They do little or next to nothing to help lost men 
destined for hell to save them by God’s mercies 
and the regenerating work of the Holy Spirit. 
Others seem content, being saved themselves (as 
we hope), to let their fellowmen be lost for eternity, 
for no effort is made to prevent it. It is hoped that 
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some of our worshippers gave out the CNY gospel tract peradventure to the 
saving of souls. What a joy and privilege it is to be a herald of the good news 
for Christ with beautiful feet for the gospel cause!  

If every Christian would speak out for Christ once in a day to some soul or would 
make one real effort to bring an unsaved person to church to hear the power of 
the life-giving Gospel, or would make it their prayer and aim in life to lead a soul 
to the Saviour, what a transformation it would be on the face of the world. What 
joy, strength and vitality would that be when people come to seek Christ at the 
Sunday worship services and prayer meetings! 

By God’s grace and enablement strengthen yourself in this dying virtue, for He 
that winneth souls is wise (Prov. 11:30). 

Sabbath Worship, Family Worship and Daily Devotions  

There remains among many covenant 
homes the sad fact that “Piety at home” (1 
Tim 5:4) is ready to die. A mother lamented 
to me that her children are not interested in 
coming to church on Sunday. There has 
been no more potent influence for God in 
many families as in the wonderful edifying 
habit of the English Puritans who never 
failed to keep the sabbath holy and 
catechise their children and had a family 
altar. It has helped many young children in 
the past to develop a reverence for the 
Lord, a delight in Scriptures and for prayer. 
But today there are many enthralled by the 
Play stations, MTV movies, computer 
games late into the night and worldly toys 
than to seek God and the Worship of God 
on the Lord’ s day. Many God-fearing 
Christians throughout the world often had 
foundations of godliness laid in their lives by the regular use of the Bible in the 
churches on Sunday and their homes of their childhood and youth. Today, there 
are rare moments of a whole family coming to church together or one 
assembled as a family kneeling together while the head of the covenant house, 
having read a portion of the Holy Word, asking for a blessing on them through 
prayer to the Lord. A father is deeply concerned with the salvation of his son 
and another for her parents. 

The world obliges us to live at breathless pace of selfish pursuits and the devil 
smiles as he occupies us with temporal affairs of life. Some are strangely 
content to let go of this means of bringing our loved ones to the truths of God 
and equip them for the day with prayer and the Word. Many are busy laying up 
for themselves with much cares and quest for making money and amassing 
temporal wealth that may be a detriment to our souls one day (this is with a 
greatly burdened heart knowing of some who neglected God partly due to this 
and others). It is indeed a tragedy that some are so successful in building up a 
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financial fortune but they indulge in sin and neglect their souls and their children 
that they cannot find time to build up spiritual foundations in their own hearts 
and their children’s heart in God’s holy laws and precepts with fear and 
trembling!” Would to God that this could be reversed today! 

Biblical Thoughts and a Sound Mind 

There is another thing ready to die now and is 
soon becoming a lost art, it is the sound 
Christian mind as many young people are 
distressed, stressed, depressed and anxious in 
their minds according to a recent ST report by 
the Head of Institute of Mental Health. The 
causes that have operated so disastrously 
against family devotions do so with equal 
deadliness against individual and corporate 
piety. We are to love God with all our minds (Matt 22:37, 38). 

With the seduction of Hollywood and its reality shows and soap operas and K-
pop, our morality is at an all-time low. From the temptations of the world, we are 
embattled with many evil and malevolent thoughts daily. Rock music, immoral 
movies, drugs, liquor drinking and dancing have perverted many lives who have 
returned to their sins without repentance. Our thought life is our spiritual 
measure of godliness (Prov 23:7). The life of any Christian depends on his walk 
with God, as his private communion with God and his private thoughts (2 Cor 
10:5, Phil 4:8,9). We need to shut the door of the noise of this world and seek 
the Father in secret (Matt 6:6) and be refreshed in our minds. The quiet habit of 
meditating and feeding on the Word as milk and meat is one that brings great 
spiritual reward for the mind of the redeemed soul. The shining face like Moses 
that reflects the glory of God nowadays when someone has met the Lord in the 
morning is often missing in us. Our thought life needs to be renewed by the 
reading of the Lord’s Word and not by the distracting interest of worldliness 
(Rom 12:1, 2). 

Instead, busy men do not take time to listen to God’s voice (Psa 5:3) in the 
Word or to refresh their souls at the well-spring of His Truth. Instead, many 
plunge into life with the exacting rush of worldly things without the fortification 
of God’s armour (Eph. 6:10-18), without the illumination of mind granted to them 
who would enter into the inner chamber and direct our hearts and thoughts 
Christ-ward. 

Seek to change all these; confess and 
repent of your sins and ask the Lord for 
divine grace and mercy and help to 
strengthen your thought life with spiritual 
and moral virtues that are sadly ready to 
die today. Deliberately focus and fix your 
heart and mind on his word and let the 
Lord speak to your soul in meditation of 
His Word (Psa 119:9,11 Phil 4:8,9). Like 
the Psalmist who says, I will meditate in 
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thy precepts, and have respect unto thy ways (Ps 119:15). Not only say it, but 
do it and prove Him if He will not meet you with His wonderful blessing. 

Conclusion 

There are many things that are ready to die today in the midst of this 
unprecedented global pandemic in our churches and our covenant homes and 
there is no easy vaccine for a cure. Will they be extinct or still extant in your 
life? Will you bury them or revive them? Is there a place for prayer in your busy 
schedule? Is your life characterised by true repentance or spiritual lethargy or 
nonchalance to God and the sabbath worship, a self-centred worldliness and 
the pursuit of just earthly goals only? Many Christians are so caught up with 
their secular world of work and leisure that they neglect the spiritual wellbeing 
of their souls, and the sacred duties of a Christian to God’s church, and a 
healthy walk with God, and the salvation of family members. 

It is our prayer that this article will stimulate and awaken you to the grave 
necessity of seeking and serving Christ first with faith and repentance of sins, 
in worshipping the Almighty God in your heart and mind, witnessing for Him, 
not forgetting the joy of prayer, service, stewardship and the spiritual nurture of 
the souls, in both the church and the covenant home.  

 

Jack Sin 

------------------- 

The International Council of Christian Churches - Mass Media 
Commission meeting held on 26 Feb with reports from Pastors 

in various countries. 
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Sharing by Bro Kam Weng of the Chinese Ministry  

On February 28, 2021, I participated in the Sovereign Hope Bible 
Presbyterian Church virtual Sunday evening Chinese service. There were 13 
brothers and sisters who attend from different parts of the world including 
Myanmar, Malaysia and Country X.    

 
First, Brother Paul led us to sing the hymn "Until the Lord Jesus Comes". 
After that, Brother Paul entrusted the meeting to God in prayer. Next, we 
sang "My Faith Looks Up to Thee". Before the message, we sang the third 
hymn "Fill me, fill me" and Brother Paul read Hebrews 6:9-20 on the theme 
‘Things that Accompany Salvation’. Next, Pastor Sin shared three salient 
points on the things that should accompany us in our salvation: 
1. The Labour of Love,   
2. The Patience of Faith,  
3.  The Assurance of Hope.  

There is an examination of our lives to see if we exhibit these, with waiting 
and patience.  

Do we demonstrate the Labour of Love in our Christian walk? There are 
people who often come to the church to worship God, but are they saved? 
Are we enthusiastic about helping brothers and sisters in the Lord who need 
help, for example: visiting, giving a ride to brothers and sisters who are sick 
to see the doctor? Do we have a caring regard and burden for others? Truly 
born again Christians are willing to help their brothers and sisters in the 
Lord, helping in church ministries, even attending funeral and vigil/memorial 
meetings to comfort and show love for one another in the Lord.  

Hebrews 6:10 tells us that God is not unrighteous; He will not forget the 
work we have done and the love we showed in His name. Gal 6: 9-10 
encourages us to do good to the people of God. Redeemed Christians should 
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be enthusiastic about doing good to the family of God and seizing the 
opportunity to do good, to others, but especially for brothers and sisters in 
the Lord who need help. Gal 6:9-10)   

For Assurance of Hope, some think that by doing good they can go to 
heaven. But Christians have this confidence that they are saved by grace 
through faith and they rely on the Holy Spirit to love the Lord. Their hope is 
in Christ and the fear of God. The Lord Jesus sacrificed himself for us, 
redeemed us from all sins, and purified us, so Christians are to be 
enthusiastic to do good for the Lord. The Christian's mentality is to be at 
peace with God and know the glorious hope for God's second coming.  

In Patience of Faith, we are to walk by faith. It is a long race of life that 
requires endurance and perseverance of faith. Psalm 27:14 and Isaiah 30:18 
speak of patiently waiting for God. We need to cultivate this important 
quality which is often missing in our lives. For the Thessalonian church Paul 
said that they should never cease to remember the work they had done in 
faith, the labor they had endured because of love, and their patience in the 
hope of our Lord Jesus Christ (1Thes 1:3). 

Paul also said in Titus 2:13-14 for us to wait for the blessed hope, as we 
expectantly wait for the glorious appearance of the Great God, our Savior, 
Jesus Christ one day and meantime to be zealous for good works. 

Finally, Pastor Sin also shared of the joy of God's grace in the salvation of his 
parents in 2004 in his family after much fervent prayer for them for almost 
20 years. We sang "Bless You" for Christians to have love, hope, faith, 
patience, and respond to God's teachings. Pastor Sin closed in prayer, 
followed by a time of sharing and fellowship. Amen. 

-------------- 

 
  

Thank God for all who have been 
helping in the cleaning up of the 

church every Sunday. 
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Memory Verse 

Hosea 14:9 Who is wise, and he shall understand these things? prudent, and 
he shall know them? for the ways of the LORD are right, and the 
just shall walk in them: but the transgressors shall fall therein. 

 
 
Announcements 
1. Welcome to our Worship Service! For our visitors, do leave us your 

contact numbers in our guest book before you leave. 

2. Pastor Jack speaks today on “Healing of Backsliding & Revival” (Hos 
14:1-9), continuing the 2021 Jan – Mar sermon series on “An Appraisal & 
Understanding of Biblical Revivals”.  

3. Pastor Jack speaks next Sunday on “The Holy Spirit & Revival” (Acts 
2:1-11, 39-47).  The Lord’s Supper will be served. 

4. Sunday School classes continues in church after the worship service: 

• WCF Shorter Catechism Class – Pastor Jack 

• “Rules for Walking in Fellowship by John Owen” – Dn Choo Siang 

• Studies in Leviticus – Dr Kwong Leen 

5. Chinese Fellowship meets on Sunday night at 7pm via Zoom with both 
local and overseas brethren.   

6. Do send your prayer items to Pastor and join us for Church Prayer 
Meeting on Wed at 8pm via Zoom. The Mar prayer list is available from Dn 
Choo Siang. 

7. Monthly Neighbourhood Bible Class meets on the first Friday of the month 
at 7.30pm in church on the study of 2 Samuel.  Do come and join us for a 
time of learning God’s Word. 

8. The Pandemic book can be purchased through Dn Yue Kay (Hp: +65 
97450311) or via email at sovereignhopebpc@gmail.com. 

9. Do kindly observe the safety measures of the church and assist with the 
weekly cleaning of the premises. 

10. Love gifts, Offering and Tithes to the Lord can be given in the following 
ways: 

• Cheque payable to Sovereign Hope Bible Presbyterian 
Church and mail to church address. (Kindly write the full name of 
the church as indicated.) 

• Fund transfer to Church UOB Account 392-308-825-1 

• PayNow to Church UEN: T19SS0116FSOV 

 

********************* 
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