
 
Memory Verse 
2 Thess 2:15    Therefore, brethren, stand fast,  

and hold the traditions which ye have been taught, 
whether by word, or our epistle. 
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Worship Chairman 
 
Catechism class 
WCF Class 
Adult SS Class 
PA 
Flowers 
Ushers 
Pre-worship 
Refreshments 
 
Video Recording 
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: Kwong Leen 
: Hon Cheong 
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: Zachary & Timothy  
: Eld Prasad 
: Kin Hoong 
  Chan Ping (nw) 
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8 December 2019 
Attendance: 34 
Offering/Tithes:  

$2,426 (General) 
S50.00 (Rev Jack Sin) 

 
*Love gifts to the church by 
cheque can be made payable to: 

Sovereign Hope Bible 
Presbyterian Church. 

For direct bank transfer to the 
church account, please contact 
the treasurer, Dn Lim Choo Siang 

 
Announcements 
1. We welcome Rev Andrew Seet who speaks today on “The Need to Stand Fast”. 

(2Thes 2:13-17). 
2. Rev Jack Sin speaks next Sunday on “Walking & Working Well in the Lord”. 

(2Thes 3:1-18)  
3. Sunday School and Westminster Confession of Faith classes after Worship 

Service at 11.45 am till 12.30 pm.  
4. Prayer meeting on Wed 8pm at 367, Tampines St 34, #10-75, S(520367), Tel 

63002708. (Han Kin Kheng’s home). 
5. Pray to invite someone to the Christmas Eve Baptismal and Gospel Service at 

8pm on 24 Dec 2019.  The message is on “The Great Heavenly Incarnation”. 
6. The next Sovereign Hope Fellowship meeting will be on Sat, 28 Dec 2019 at 3pm 

on “How to Study the Bible Profitably”. All are welcome! Come and bring along 
someone too! 

7. Sunday messages are recorded on video format.  If you are interested to have 
them, please contact Albert.  

8. Those who have a testimony to share may submit to pastor for the weekly. 
9. Fide Vitae Resources is having a 20% Christmas Sale from 1 – 24 Dec. Those 

interested can purchase your books through Shawnna/Angie. 
10. Pastor is available for counselling anytime at 91160948 (hp). 
11. While Pastor is away on Mission Trip to Bangalore (from Dec 9-16, 2019), you 

may contact Rev Nathan (hp: 97387097) for pastoral counselling or assistance. 

 

15 December 2019 
Private Circulation Only 

Worship Service: 10am, 160 Paya Lebar Road, Orion@Paya Lebar #04-06, 
Singapore 409022 
Sunday School: 11.45am, Prayer Meeting: 8pm Wednesday 
Pastor Jack Sin at 91160948 and jacksin710@gmail.com 
Elder Loke Tat Luen at tlloke822@gmail.com 

 

 
How to Inherit Eternal Life 

 
Introduction 

There are many accounts of people who met Jesus in the 4 
gospels of the New Testament but there is an important encounter 
that Christ our Lord had with someone. What a privilege to meet 
Jesus face-to-face! He fell on his knees before Him and 
beseeched Him with a life changing question (Mk 10:17). He 
came with great urgency and zeal in his action which 
is commendable. We shall consider his verbal exchange with our 
Savior and the lessons learnt. (Mark 10:17-22) 

  

CV of a Rich Young Ruler 

This was not an ordinary man in the street. He was called a ruler 
which probably refers to one who had authority or influence in a 
legal or religious manner. It can be said of other Jewish leaders, 
who were in charge of a synagogue or leaders of the Sanhedrin. 

 Matthew's account (19:22) referred to the ruler as a "young man." 
He had energy and youthfulness and maybe good health and 
strength too which are desirable traits. Luke 18:23 tells us he was 
a man of great possessions or an abundance of earthly 
possessions.  Here is a strong, wealthy and healthy young man, 
with authority and probably a well regarded person in his social 
network. He seemed to have everything that anyone would crave 
for but he was not satisfied.  He was apparently not happy for he 
had a question that disturbed him and he needed an answer to 
the burning question in his heart that should change his life. 

  



The Grave Matter of Eternal Life 

There is one most significant question that all of us at some stage 
will need to also ask.  It is ‘How can I get or inherit Eternal Life?' 
(18:18) 

When someone asks a question, it can be either sincere or with 
ulterior motives. Our Lord Jesus Christ had handled many public 
questions that were designed to trick him into trouble like "Should 
we pay taxes to Caesar?" (Luke 20:22) "Why do your disciples 
pluck grain on the Sabbath?" (Luke 6:2). "Shouldn't we stone her 
as Moses directed?" (John 8:4). But this man's question was 
sincere and there was no trick. It was a sincere question to which 
he needed to know the answer on ‘How to inherit Eternal Life?’ 

The question tells us that he must be feeling inadequate in his 
spiritual life or he would not have asked the question. His believe 
was that eternal life is something that one earns or merits by what 
he does.  What will be your answer to that question? 

From his question we can surmise that he had a defective 
understanding of the meaning of eternal life, that one can get it 
through a person's ability through good works. Paul in Roman 
3:10-12 says clearly, ‘As it is written, There is none righteous, no, 
not one: There is none that understandeth, there is none that 
seeketh after God. They are all gone out of the way, they are 
together become unprofitable; there is none that doeth good, no, 
not one’ and the Prophet Isaiah said also "all our 
righteousness  are like filthy rags" (Isaiah 64:6). This man had a 
different understanding from both Paul and Isaiah. 

Salvation is spoken of in various terms and figures: "eternal life" 
(18:18, 30), "treasure in heaven" (18:22), "entering the Kingdom 
of God" (18:24, 29), and "being saved" (18:26). 

  

Is there a Good Man? 

 He addressed Jesus as "good teacher," a somewhat awkward 
way to address Jesus. Jesus answered him: "Why do you call me 
good?' and further said ‘No one is good except God alone.' (18:19) 

 You may find it strange that Jesus rejected his address and gave 
such a discouraging reply (not good for public relations by worldly 
standards). The young man could not understand anything Jesus 
told him as he did not grasp that our relative standards of 
goodness are so much different from God's absolute goodness 
and His standard of righteousness. 

Thank God for a fruitful SHBPC Christmas outreach at Orange 
Valley Nursing Home(Balestier) with the gospel shared with 30 

residents, staff and family members. 
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true follower of Christ today and not superficial easy believism 
which is prevalent in many liberal churches. 

  

Will You Also Go Away?   

 This account had a sad ending because the rich young ruler 
refused the call of God for salvation and discipleship was too 
much for him (18:23). He went away sorrowful. He would not give 
up and follow Jesus, for he loved his wealth and possessions 
more than he love the Lord.  It was said of Demas (2 Tim 4:10) 
that he had forsaken Paul and hence God too, because he loved 
the present world. We are soberly reminded that we cannot love 
both God and mammon. The 10 Commandments states that ‘You 
shall have no other Gods before me’ (Deut 5:1-17) for there is 
only one living and true God and there is none else. (Isa 45:18,22) 

  

Conclusion 

 Today the same challenge is still relevant to all of us. Are you 
saved by the Lord or are you full of self and the world? Is there 
any idol in your life that you are not willing to give up for God? Is 
there any secret love affair with the world or possessions or 
pleasure that you are reluctant to give up to trust and follow Jesus? 
He is either Lord of all or He is not Lord at all. Seek the Lord 
Jesus while may be found.  Believe in Him and repent of your sins 
and be saved by Christ unto everlasting life. Trust in Jesus for 
He died for your sins and rose again on the third day victorious 
over the grave. Take up your cross today and confess your sins.  
Believe and follow Jesus as your Lord and your God for it is the 
only path of abundant life and eternal joy. Will you seek 
Christ today before it is too late?   

 

Something to Seriously Ponder, Pray Over and Act Upon. 

 

Jack Sin 

 

Jesus was helping the young man to think carefully and reflect on 
the correctness of his words. Jesus was teaching him an 
important moral and spiritual lesson on anthropology called the 
depravity of man that there is none good but God. We are born in 
sin and we continue to sin daily. 

  

Jesus' Encounter with Nicodemus 

 There was another incident that we must consider together. 
Consider a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, who came 
to Jesus at night and said, ‘acknowledge Christ as a great teacher 
from God and the miraculous signs that he had done.’ Our Lord 
Jesus in reply said, ‘that no one can see the kingdom of God 
unless he is born again' (John 3:1-3). Jesus' response may not be 
the expected but a needful and appropriate one. 

 Our Lord dealt with important issue of ignorance or at least a 
serious misunderstanding of the truth of salvation. In both cases 
these rulers were seeking spiritual help and guidance. But they 
needed to give up some unsound presumptions about God and 
salvation before they could understand any biblical truth. Then 
Jesus gave the famous verse in John 3:16 that explains His love 
and the need for us to respond in faith and belief before we can 
have everlasting life. (Jn3;36, Rom 10:9,10) 

  

God’s Perfect Standards 

 Jesus exposed this man's false sense of self-righteousness and a 
holier-than-thou attitude. Jesus asked him if he knew the 
commandments:  we should not commit adultery, murder, steal, or 
give false testimony, and to honour father and mother. His 
confident reply was that he had kept since he was a youth, but 
was that true?  (18:20-21) 

 The young man's response betrayed his self-confidence and 
presumptuous spirit. He thought that he knew and that he kept 
everything and that he was good before God (18:21). Beware of 
this creeping in our hearts when we criticize or accuse others. The 
heavenly indictment is that we are poor, wretched blind, and 
miserable and we do not even know ourselves (Rev 3:17). The 
Pharisees added 613 laws to God’s holy laws and they felt good 
about it. Jesus' view of keeping these commandments went 
beyond the legalistic interpretations of His time. Jesus standard 
exposed their religious fallacy and consider murder to its root in 
hatred, anger and adultery to its root in looking at someone with 
lust. 



  

The Poverty of Riches  

 This self-righteous young man thought he had kept all the 
commandments of God, but there was still a vacuum in his heart 
that only God could fill. Only Jesus can meet our spiritual need in 
our soul and none else: He was told that he lacked one thing, and 
that he needed to sell everything and give to the poor, and then 
he would have treasure in heaven (18:22). 

 If the man dared to obey God, he would be saved and  heaping 
eternal treasure in heaven. Are we also laying our affections on 
things on the earth or in the everlasting home where we belong 
for eternity one day?  We need to also examine ourselves, seek 
the Lord humbly, seek Him first and His kingdom, and His 
righteousness (Mt 6:33). 

 In this regard consider the clear teaching of James on What is 
True Religion? James1:27 said, ‘Pure religion and undefiled 
before God and the Father is this, To visit the fatherless and 
widows in their affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from the 
world.’ 

  

The Addiction to Mammon  

 The craze for wealth and the seduction of worldly gains have 
destroyed many lives and families. It is an obsession or addiction 
that has caused many to have fallen away from the faith (1 Tim 
6:6-10). Some years ago I read  in The Straits Times  an article on 
young gamblers who were hooked at an early age and 4 in 10 
graduates interviewed said that they  were affected by a crave for 
gambling. An article in the US revealed that many who won the 
lottery over the years were subsequently divorced, made bankrupt, 
had bad experiences and some ended up  looking for a  job 
instead.  Many are willing to give up their conviction and beliefs 
and compromise standards for the extra dollar that does not make 
good moral or spiritual sense. Luke 12:15 warns, ‘And he said 
unto them, Take heed, and beware of covetousness: for a man's 
life consisteth not in the abundance of the things which he 
possesseth’. We are to beware that this does not happen to us as 
well. 

Jesus is a master teacher. He has taught us about the importance 
of faithfulness to God as good stewards accountable to Him one 
day. Do we put God or our money first? Is it God or Gold, Word or 
the World? We have to be very decisive. 

 Money, however, is not the only thing that Jesus asked the young 
man to give up but also his life to God, his entire being, 
possessions, status, influence and power. He had to be totally 
surrendered to God, to take up the cross and follow Christ.  Are 
you willing to do the same today?  Wealth is power to many but it 
does not satisfy. It seems to be able to buy some influence but not 
lasting peace and eternal hope and life. It is supposed to be able 
to let the wealthy have their own way but it is not always 
satisfying and will not lead you to everlasting life. 

  

The Words of Everlasting Life 

The Lord Jesus' words did not go on well with him as he was 
caught up with the things of the world. Sometime people came to 
church to hear a soothing message to pander to their flesh but 
when they do not get what they want, they will react negatively 
and they may leave God and even the church.  Are we likewise? 
Do we sincerely seek to follow God or are there self-induced 
motives which we need to repent of? Let the Word of God speak 
to us today as we seek Him in salvation, in fear and trembling, in 
humility and truth. 

Jesus made it clear in other parts of the Bible when He said in Mt 
11:28-29,” Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, 
and I will give you rest., Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; 
for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your 
souls.” 

Salvation is all of grace but a true disciple is the test of our 
genuine conversion. There is a price to know and follow Christ 
and we must be willing to bear or pay it and it is worth it all. Let 
us bear our cross, and come after Christ and be a true disciple. 

  

The Meaning of Following Christ 

 All of us are invited today to seek and follow Christ. Isaiah 55:1-2 
says, ‘Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and he 
that hath no money; come ye, buy, and eat; yea, come, buy wine 
and milk without money and without price. Wherefore do ye spend 
money for that which is not bread? and your labour for that 
which satisfieth not? hearken diligently unto me, and eat ye that 
which is good, and let your soul delight itself in fatness’. We 
can be filled with hope in the closing days of our journey of life as 
we know God’s promises and feel His comfort with us.  Let us all 
come and follow Christ now, confessing our sins, give up our self-
righteousness and follow Jesus as our Lord. This is the test of a 


